Omar Acha

A plenaries on 'After Marxism: the Case of Oscar Teran on Post-Marxism and the History
of the Left'

The Argentine philosopher and historian Oscar Teran provides a relevant example of Latin
American contemporary turn from a Marxist theoretical and political engagement to a Post-
Marxist self-criticism in the Left. Author of a “classical” book on the Argentine sixties and
the “tragic” path to violence, Nuestros afios sesentas, Teran wrote what Beatriz Sarlo
reviewed as “the book we all wanted to write”. The main claim of that book stated that
Marxist Left during the period 1955-1966 (in other texts the period ends in 1969) mixed
with other ideological streams of post-Cuban Revolution political scenario (like social
Catholicism, national- populism) contributed to the tragic ending represented by the
guerrilla politics and the military dictatorship of 1976-1983. This paper addresses, first, the
peculiarities of Teran himself as a Marxist philosopher in the sixties. The Marxism of the
young Teran was not a single one. It implied notions from Lukacsian, Guevarist and
Leninist theories, not without aspects from alternative philosophical approaches including,
for instance, Heideggerian rejection of Technology and Modernity. It was not a monolithic
and simplistic system of theoretical truths. During the seventies, the Althusserian rewriting
of Marxist theory was the last moment of Teran’s critical understanding of Marxism, a
“scientific” reading of Marx soon replaced by a pluralist use of a Foucauldian-Nietzschean
Post-Marxism. From the eighties onwards, Teran was a “Post-Marxist by pluralization”
where Marxism remained as a particular theory of social and economic aspect of a reality
that could not be thought as a Totality. The biographical trajectory of Teran’s movement
from Marxism to Post-Marxism shows that his Marxism(s) were more complex than the
historico-intellectual image he constructed in Nuestros afnos sesentas (about a “humanist”
Marxism easily colonised by Guevarist ideology and the militarist understanding of
revolution), the relevance of Althusserian Marxism as the last effort to maintain Marxist
theory as a critique of society, and the possibilities of a survival of Marxism as a particular
stream within the relativist and pluralist historiographical study of Argentine history.
Teran’s politico-cultural trajectory presents a complex image of the history of Marxism
during the sixties, seventies and even eighties in Latin American, an image hardly
understandable from the historical representation provided by Teran himself in Nuestros
afnos sesentas.

Almendra Aladro

The agenda of the feminist movement in Argentina against the international economic
Crisis

The National Women Encounter is a self-convene event that has taken place annually
without interruption and self-managed for 30 years in Argentina. This event invites all
women, regardless of their political or party membership, to diagram the main points of the
national feminist agenda in a democratic and horizontal reaching consensus.

The way that the activities are organized consists of the division of the Encounter in
workshops, which address different problem areas related to the reality of women and
culminate with the joint drafting of a document. These conclusions are the space that
synthesizes the struggles that the feminist movement has been developing from the
various work or study insertion places where women are participating.

Due to the slogans established after the discussion in the workshops, it has been possible



to organize the National Campaigns which successfully succeeded in making a reality laws
like Divorce Link; Shared parental rights; the ratification of the Treaty Against All Forms of
Discrimination on Women; Female Cupo for elective office; the Sexual Health and
Responsible Procreation; the Gender Violence; Against Human Trafficking in Persons;
Equal Marriage; and Gender Identity.

Though systematic, the topics discussed during the meetings are not uniform with the
course of time, what has been represented in increasing the number of scheduled
workshops and the conclusions that arise thereof. The international economic crisis has
not been an issue far from the women's movement in Argentina, to the point that it is one
of the inevitable issues analyzed during the meeting coordinated workshops.

This article aims to examine the agenda of the feminist movement in Argentina and its
variations over the past 10 years through the analysis of the conclusions of the workshop
on "Women and Global Crisis" developed by women participating in the National Women
Encounters, in order to determine the relationship between the international situation and
the historical claims of Argentine women.

David Alderson
Queer Solidarity?

‘It seems to me,’ suggests Judith Butler recently, ‘that queer has to be part of a broadening
struggle.” The sentiment resounds through much, if not all, queer theory, and increasingly
both the theory and the activism it has helped to inform have been preoccupied with the
resistance to imperialism and neoliberalism. At the same time, however, that theory
remains committed to the poststructuralist fetishization of difference and the idealization of
movement through a positive valuation of all that is ‘trans’ (transnationalism, translation,
transgression, transgender (especially in the sense derived from cyborg theory)). Queer’'s
theoretical energies therefore draw — sometimes self-consciously — on the forces at work
in capitalist globalization. A Left that emphasizes limits, by contrast, is stigmatized as
humanist, essentialist and reactionary. The persistence of neoliberal economic crisis and
the intensification of ecological dangers, however, must surely force queers to question
their indebtedness to favoured tropes. This paper consequently offers some alternative
propositions for conceiving of a solidarity grounded in the common resistance to what
Marcuse described as ‘the performance principle’: growth through alienation and
exploitation. By contrast with the drive for innovation, it is time to emphasize the erotic
appeal of satisfaction and routine.

Johan Alfonsson
On-call employees — An alienated reserve army?

The purpose of the paper is to understand how employees, as a consequence of today’s
flexible labour market, can experience alienation towards others and oneself. The question
of being alienated towards oneself have often been criticised of using an essentialistic
view of man, as if man holds specific unhistorical and essential characteristics which one
can be alienated from.

In the paper | argue that Marx in the Theses on Feuerbach abandons his previous
essentialistic view of man as presented in the Economic and philosophical manuscripts of
1844. Instead Marx argues that what man is, is (trans)formed by society. The



consequence of this change is that what it means to be alienated from oneself is foremost
an alienation from the social and society. This is the view of alienation | will use. | argue
that alienation is a great concept to understand how employees are affected by the flexible
working life of today. In the paper | try to understand how alienation towards oneself and
others is experienced by one of the labour forces most flexible group, the on-call
employees.

On-call employees is a group that works by the hour and is characterized by great mobility
both within and between workplaces. Their working situation is a kaleidoscopic one, where
they have to move between different workplaces to get a liveable salary. Because of their
situation of underemployment and difficulties to get a liveable income they have to be on
stand-by and are on a constant pursuit for working hours. The chase for income and the
characteristics of the work contract affects their life to a great extent. Since they work few
hours and often at many different workplaces the social relations to other employees are
affected and they get alienated in relation to other employees. As a consequence of the
characteristics of the employment they seldom know when they will work and for how
many hours, and thus face great difficulties planning their economical and social life, which
has a high impact on their everyday life. The division between leisure time and working
time fades and the instrumentality in the employment relation is, because of their standby
status, spilled over on their personal life. This causes alienation towards social relations
outside the working life. Because of the economical precarious situation they have a hard
time knowing if they will be able to pay their monthly bills, and sometimes even to buy
food. This leads to a situation where they constantly have to make economical calculations
of their future and the present, and plan their life accordingly. In this sense, they
experience a reification of their life, a reification that also involves social relations. The
paper is a part of my PhD-project and is based on analysis of 15 interviews with on-called
employed youths in Sweden.

Ammar Ali Jan
"The Time Has Come..." M.N. Roy and the problem of anti-colonial Marxism

In the twentieth century, the primary question posed to communists from the non-
European world was whether their societies were “ready” for communist politics, a
suspicion arising out of the close tie between historical progress and revolutionary
subjectivity in orthodox Marxist politics. If the victory of the Russian revolution opened a
new sequence in which the disjunct between History and politics became a cause for
propelling rather than constraining the revolution, the relationship between the two terms
became even more tenuous in Marxism’s encounter with the colonial world. Until the
second congress of the Comintern, however, Marxism remained tied to older categories
that could not identify a neatly defined sociological term that could carry out its “historical
role” in the colonial situation.

In this paper, | look at the writings of M.N. Roy, an Indian Marxist who became one of the
leading members of the Comintern, and the primary theoretician of the colonial question. |
examine his interventions in the Comintern, including his spectacular disagreements with
Lenin and leading intellectuals of the British communist party, on the place of anti-colonial
movements in global communist thought. | show how the imperative to secure the colonial
world as an equal ally in the fight against capitalism compelled Roy to address the
relationship between orthodox Marxist theory, and its historical existence under colonial
conditions. To grasp the rupture engendered by Roy within Marxist thought, we need to
focus on his theorization of the revolutionary subject, especially since the traditional



category of the proletariat was an insignificant social force in the colonial world. This, |
argue, will also require us to to study his re-conceptualization of revolutionary temporality,
with particular attention on his efforts to rethink the relationship between Marxism, anti-
colonialism and History. Therefore, apart from the debates on the colonial question in the
Comintern, | seek to engage broader themes such as the movement of ideas across global
space, non-European Marxism and universalism.

Fiona Allen
The Dialectics of Untranslatability

From Walter Benjamin’s writings on allegory to Pierre Macherey’s analysis of textual
absence, the decision to engage with literary theory has been a recurring theme
throughout the history of art. In addition to providing a framework through which to explore
the role of ideology, these tropes have also helped to define the structure of the avant-
garde artwork and examine the socio-economic conditions of artistic production; a project
epitomised by the emergence of the social history of art during the early 1970s. Taking its
lead from these forms of art historical writing, this paper will seek to explore the critical
potential of another literary concept: the untranslatable. On first encounter, the decision to
pursue this line of enquiry might seem an unusual one. In its day-to-day usage, the term
refers to words that either resist translation — such as polis and praxis — or possess
multiple meanings. As a result, it has either been discussed in predominantly
poststructuralist terms or used as a metaphor for the limits of travel, interdisciplinarity and
cultural exchange. Rather than continuing to perpetuate these usages, this paper will
engage with a recent body of scholarship — including work by Etienne Balibar, Barbara
Cassin and Peter Osborne — that presents the untranslatable as an explicitly political and
dialectical category. To give but one example, in his recent collaboration with Cassin and
Alain de Libera, Balibar offers a perspective on the subject that foregrounds its
translational history. In doing so, he departs from ideas of self-reflexive consciousness in
order to reveal the presence of a second, contradictory narrative; one premised on
questions of subjection and degradation. But what would it mean to think this material in
visual terms? To what extent does it constitute a departure from the previous
methodologies of Marxist art history? And what type of politics does it bring to the fore?

Omar Hesham AlShehabi

The origins of sectarianism, nationalism and absolutism in the Gulf Arab States: the case
of Bahrain under British colonialism

This study argues that absolutism, nationalism, and ethnosectarianism in Bahrain is a
modernist product of the contestations that occurred in the period of increasing British
colonial involvement in the early twentieth century.

To do so, this article presents a new reading of that period, relying extensively on the use
of two concepts. The first is the colonial ‘ethnosectarian gaze’, marked primarily by its
underlying epistemology that saw ethnosectarian cleavages as the main epistemic units
for analysing local actors, thus employing a systemic approach to colonial rule that
approached issues of political power, practice, and discourse primarily through an
ethnosectarian lens.

The second concept is ‘contested and divided rule’. With the advent of Curzon’s ‘forward
policy’ of British expansion in the Gulf, Britain actively divided sovereignty between itself



and the local ruler, creating conflicting zones of sovereignty, with actors on the island
faced with at least two possible sources of jurisdiction. The British viewed issues of
jurisdiction primarily through an ethnosectarian lens, and increasingly, so did other actors,
creating an inter-feeding dynamic between ethnosectarianism, nationalism, and divided
rule.

Of the many different forms of political mobilization that emerged at the social level, the
article emphasizes two different yet intermeshing forms. One would be political
mobilization based on ethnosectarian identity-specific demands and grievances, with an
equivocal, sometimes friendly view towards British involvement. There was strong overlap
in terms of class, ethnicity, sect and experiences of repression for many, which would have
provided strong breeding grounds for political mobilization based on ethnosectarian terms
should a framework emerge that elevated such factors.

The other, largely ignored or misrepresented in the English literature, took an overtly
nationalist, trans sectarian, anti-colonial tone, having its roots in the al-Nahda renaissance
that swept the Arab world in the later nineteenth century, thus drawing inspiration from an
alternative source of modernity than British colonialism. These two visions of modernity
would intermesh and clash in 1920s Bahrain, with the contradictions and tensions
unleashed at the popular mobilization level continuing to morph, collide, and cross-breed
across Bahrain’s twentieth century, with their lingering effects felt until today. Thus,
modernity, colonialism, absolutism, ethnosectarianism, and nationalism went hand in hand
in Bahrain, products of a similar period of divided rule.

Methodologically, the paper provides a geographic-historical-materialist reading of the
early 20th century history of Bahrain and the Gulf, laced with a combination of socio-legal
institutional analysis and close textual reading of colonial documents to critique the
ethnosectarian gaze.

Carolina Alves Vestena, Guilherme Leite Gongalves
Financial accumulation, soft law and development in Brazil

The financial accumulation is based on - national and transnational - regulatory
interventions that are able to adjust non-commaoditized spaces, allowing its
commodification. In Brazil, this has meant the production of legal reforms as required by
rules of the global market (soft law) and by neoliberal policies in order to facilitate the flow
of finance capital. It is a dynamic interwoven in the institutions using either legitimating
factors of speculative trends, or the explicit violence for the expropriation of social groups.
The objective of our paper proposal is to analyze the development of this dynamic and its
role in the financial accumulation in the Brazilian case. Therefore, it is to analyze the
policies and legal designs implemented in the last decade in order to question to what
extent the so-called Brazilian developmentalist policies were functional for the current
phase of neoliberal accumulation.

Jamie Allinson

This roundtable will consist of brief outlines of four chapters in the new book Historical
Sociology and World History: Uneven and Combined Development over the Longue
Durée, followed by a discussion among the five participants on the implications of uneven
and combined development for world history and the prospect of a non-Eurocentric theory
of history, in the Marxist tradition. Four contributors to the volume will briefly discuss their



chapters and what implications they have for Marxist historiography: Jamie Allinson will
consider the transformations of the late Ottoman Empire and the 'Eastern Question' and
their implications for debates on the use of uneven and combined development as a
conceptual framework. Jessica Evans will consider the role of transatlantic migration and
subject formation in the differential processes of nation building in the settler colonies.
Drawing from these reflections, she will suggest that discussions surrounding the uneven
and combined development of the global economy should consider, not only movements
of finance and technology, but also the movement and combination of subjectivities as
important 'technologies' of social transformation. Luke Cooper will reflect on what the story
of the Mysorean rocket might suggest for wider debates on the nature of the 'global
transformation'. Owen Miller will examine how to move beyond dichotomies of stagnation
and progress in Korean history, using uneven and combined development alongside the
broader concepts of historical divergence and convergence. He will emphasise how
inherently uneven intersocietal relations were constitutive of 'internal’ social structures that
emerged through the struggle for surplus between local elites and states. Maia Pal of
Oxford Brookes University will act as an additional discussant for this roundtable.
Historical Sociology and World History: Uneven and Combined Development over the
Longue Duree

Jon Anderson
No Man Knows My Historiography: Joseph Smith’s Utopian Vision

This paper sketches the development of early Mormon utopianism against the background
of 19th century American history. It begins with an overview of the emergence of the Latter
Day Saint movement as an element of the millenarian wave of the Second Great
Awakening. Joseph Smith’s insistence on enacting Biblical types, including the building of
a geophysical Zion, forms the background to experiments in communal ownership during
the movement’s initial Midwestern phase. This also provided the ideological underpinning
for the Saints’ economic activities after the exodus to Utah. Collective action formed a
practical necessity for developing an arid region, but was also favoured by the Brigham
Young administration as a means of building a closed economy which would minimise
gentile influence on the isolated pioneer society.

The paper will seek to illuminate the history of a minority group which today is
stereotypically perceived as conservative, capitalist and super-patriotic; yet which was
popularly seen for much of its history as subversive and un-American, as was
demonstrated by the Reed Smoot Senate hearings in the early 20th century. Finally, it will
show that the earlier phase — in particular the prosperity built up by collective action —
provided the basis for the community to transition into the American mainstream in the
second phase.

Kevin B. Anderson
Rethinking Socialist and Marxist Humanism

During the years 1945-75, varieties of socialist and Marxist humanism were hugely
influential within the global left. Since then, antihumanist theories influenced by
structuralism and -- even more so post-structuralism -- have critiqued these kinds of
humanism, as well as liberal humanism, for their abstract universalism. This paper will
argue that these critiques have a partial validity when one considers two of the most
famous representatives of radical humanism during this period, Sartre and Fromm.



However, when one considers three lesser-known thinkers in the humanist vein -- Fanon,
Kosik, and Dunayevskaya -- one finds in their work a rejection of the kind of abstract
universalism that is often identified with the socialist humanist position by its critics on the
left. Moreover, two of these humanist thinkers, Fanon and Dunayevskaya, placed the
specificities of race and colonialism at the center of their dialectic, explicitly challenging
what they considered to be the abstract universalism of Sartrean humanism. A return to
some form of radical humanism today would help the left in conceptualizing an alternative
to capitalism, offering the present anti-capitalist movement philosophical underpinning that
helps point toward such an end goal.

Li Eriksdotter Andersson

Pushing the Perimeter of Private Property: A Marxist Perspective on the Expansion of
Free Trade Agreements and the Concept of Indirect Expropriation

This paper focuses on the successive expansion of the area of “free trade” during the last
decades, an expansion with not only spatial, but ideological implications. The paper is
particularly concerned with the concept of “indirect expropriation”, which has become a
core issue of modern free trade agreements such as the ones negotiated right now
between EU and the US (TTIP) and EU and Canada (CETA).

The concept of indirect expropriation has its roots in the early 19th century, but was
formally introduced into international trade treaties through the US BITs program (1980).
This occurred at the same time as the GATT Uruguay round of negotiations between 1986
and 1994 significantly expanded the agenda of “free trade” in general, to include far more
than the elimination of tariffs. Or, as Patomaki and Teivainen (2004) put it: “The
successive expansion of the area of ‘free trade’ has constituted a movement from the
classical international trade of material goods . . . to far-reaching liberalisation and
deregulation and, subsequently, neoliberal re-regulation of the economy.”

While expropriation in its traditional sense is understood as a direct action, i.e. a seizing of
private property, indirect expropriation is deemed to occur “when there is an interference
by the state in the use, enjoyment, or benefits derived from a property even when the
property is not seized and the legal title of the property is not affected” (as held by the
Tribunal in the Tippets v. Iran case). This widening of the concept has led to cases such as
Vattenfall v. Germany, where the company sued the state for €3,7 billion, when Germany
decided on phasing out its nuclear power, thereby “indirectly expropriating” the expected
profits of Vattenfall. Hence, by invoking indirect expropriation one could argue that the
companies in turn perform an indirect expropriation of the states tax founds themselves.
This paper discusses the inscription of this concept into modern trade agreements as a
means of consolidating an understanding of representational government and private
property in line with Lockean economic theories. Property for Locke is a fundamental right,
and nobody therefore has the right to destroy or take a way the property of another, which
applies to the state as well. This is to be contrasted with a Marxist view, where laws
created with the objective to protect property rights induces lawlessness for those
dispossessed. A dispossession interlaced with another concept of expropriation: primitive
accumulation, i.e. the transition where “self-earned private property ... is supplanted by
capitalistic private property, which rests on exploitation of the nominally free labor of
others” (Marx, Capital vol. 1).

In order to ensure a constant increase in the accumulation of surplus value, Rosa



Luxemburg once stated (1913), capital relies on bringing non-capitalist spaces in to the
capitalist social relations of production in an outward expansionary dynamic. The concept
of indirect expropriation is one way of creating such a new space, pushing forward the
borders of capital and capitalism, alongside with our understanding of private property,
government and lawfulness as such.

Ricardo Antunes
Marx, Circulation and Value in the Service Sector Today

As we know, in Book Il of Capital, Marx offers empirical and analytical clues to
understanding and updating the theory of labour value today. But as the capital cannot be
effective without some interactive mode between living labour and dead labour, it creates
and re-creates, produces and destroys, generates new productive spaces, re-spatialize
and also de-spatialize, intimately linked to the generation of added value.

With the machinic-informational-digital world developed intensively in recent decades, the
production time was reduced and the spaces that generate more value were extended. If
the surplus value is born in the production sphere (Capital, Book I), we know that
production is also distribution, exchange/circulation and consumption.

In Book I, Marx comprehensively addressed the process of capital circulation. As the main
objective of capital is its valuation, the reduction of circulation time becomes imperative.
Therefore, time of circulation, although necessary, becomes a limiter of the time of
production. So, it is always urgent its reduction in order to shorten the total turnover time of
capital (which is given by the time of production plus the time of circulation time).
Therefore, the more capital circulation time approaches zero, the higher its productivity is.
There is no need to go very far to realize that we have a rich starting point to,
contemporaneously, offer a better insight of the role of information technology (ICT), of the
growing importance of service and of immaterial production in the process of value
creation and valorisation of capital.

Marco Armiero
Occupy the Anthropocene! Counter-hegemonic narratives of violence and liberation

Environmental humanities scholars are practically in love with the Anthropocene. To them
tt seems the perfect narrative to finally prove that nature matters in human affairs and that
even humanities scholars can say something about it. The Anthropocene is also a grand
narrative; never the “We” has been more powerful in a historical narrative than now.
Dipesh Chakrabaty has discussed how the Anthropocene determines the entering of
humans as species into the historical discipline (Chakrabarty 2009).

The critics of the Anthropocene have clearly demonstrated that the Anthropocene
naturalizes both humans and society, hiding the historical responsibilities of the ecological
crisis and flattering the differences among classes.

As the Anthropocene is a universal and naturalizing narrative, environmental humanities
scholars can cultivate place-based, embodied, and cultural thick counter-hegemonic
narratives. The hegemony of capital is imposed not only with drones, loans, and cops, but
also through a hegemonic narrative which aims to hide violence and inequalities, while
decoupling nature and capitalism. The challenge for Marxist environmental humanities
scholars is to provide counter hegemonic narratives which enable to see the violence of
the Anthropocene as well as the possibilities for resistance and revolution.



In this paper | will employ my research on the Vajont dam disaster (Italy 1963, 2000
deaths) in order to reflect on the naturalization of capitalism, the expertification of risk
perceptions, and the imposition of a mainstream depoliticized narrative of the event. On
the Alps after WWII as well as everywhere today capitalism and science propose to geo-
engineering the earth in the name of modernity and the common good. | argue that the
struggle which was fought on the Vajont is an example of the violence embodied into the
Anthropocene/Capitalocene and of the perspective of liberation.

Developing on this empirical case, | will discuss how a Marxist perspective can inform
environmental humanities scholars to challenge the Anthropocene narrative and contribute
to unearth a counter-hegemonic, place-based, and embodied narrative.

Peyrical Aurélia

After Mimesis and Aufklérung: an epistemological way-out capitalism? Benjamin and
Adorno on how knowledge can transform social praxis.

The paper will focus on the defects of a type of knowledge that derive from capitalist social
practices. It will do so trough a detailed analysis of Benjamin's conception of imitation and
Adorno's Utopie der Erkenntniss (Utopia of knowledge). Thus our goal is to justify the idea
that other forms of knowledge are possible and wishable and to describe some of them
briefly. Those might prove more adequate than earlier ones — namely Mimesis and
Aufklarung — though they are not radically foreign to them, as Benjamin and Adorno
advocate. They are an ideal but not idealistic. The aim will be to show how, according to
them, norms and forms of scientific knowledge can have some impact on historical
situations, even though they all three agree on the fact that forms of knowledge derive
from economical, social and political human interactions. How is such a conception of
knowledge, and of ideas in general, not to be accused of idealism ? How can ideas be
understood as possibly provoking a shift in collective Lebensform ? Analyzing how the
expression « utopia of knowledge » can be interpreted, we conclude that neither of our
authors can be blamed for exagerating the efficiency of ideas over social structures. Their
profound despair and a their powerful rereading of Marx's concept of ideology, rather,
leads them to articulate theory and practice anew.

Delal Aydin
The Unbearable: Devaluation of Human Lives as a Limit to Capital

This paper suggests a reading of Karl Marx’s work through the lens of human life in
capitalist relations where some lives appear to be less ‘worthy’ than others. | argue that
capitalist mode of production makes devaluation of human lives inevitable by rendering
human life as a relation of equivalency and this is a limit to capital since human life cannot
be reduced to a thing that is comparable to other things. In his writings Marx’s repeatedly
points out two forms of reductions regarding human life which are immanent to capitalist
mode of production: First, human activity (in the form of abstract labour and labour power)
is reduced to a commodity, and secondly, human life is reduced to the means of
subsistence. The worker sells her labour power to the capitalist as a commodity in order to
reproduce her life. In this relationship, the worker becomes merely one of the elements of
the production process and the necessity of subsistence of her life appears to be a hostile
power, forcing her into this relationship with the capitalist. The capitalist, therefore,
appropriates not only the life activity of the worker but also her available time to live. Thus,



while the life of the worker is reduced to nothing but work, the worker loses the control,
and even possession, of her own activity and life. In this relationship based on the
commodity form, moreover, a section of the workers are always rendered superfluous due
to the machinery and large-scale industry. | borrow Etienne Balibar’'s (1996: 117)
expression ‘the unbearable’ to refer to the actual limit to the process of transforming labor
power into a commodity and reduction of human life to means of subsistence. The
devaluation of human lives in capitalist relations is a limit to capital drawn by ‘the
unbearable’. | claim that this limit opens up a ground to discuss actual experience of
difference and inequality in relation to the social reproduction. In other words, ‘the
unbearable’ might speak to us about Marx’s vital question of emancipation as an actual
human experience in the structures of capitalist mode of production.

Grietje Baars
Queering Corporate Power

In The Straight Mind, French radical lesbian materialist feminist philosopher Monique
Wittig famously proclaimed, “Lesbians are not women.”* Wittig, perhaps a queer theorist
avant la lettre, or, whose thinking gave birth to queer theory when articulated/transmitted
by Judith Butler a generation later, understood that only by eradicating the category of sex,
and the mark of gender (effectively lesbianizing the entire world), we shall be liberated. In
Wittig's “queer” inversion, sex is gender, since the latter is only the socially defined means
by which the former is imposed upon the human body as a “mark” to justify domination.
The concepts of “male” and “female” were constructed by a totalitarian regime of
heterosexuality, which exists with the specific goal of the appropriation by force of more or
less half of humanity by the other, or to expropriate the labour of women for the benefit of
men. This same system of exploitation is what gave rise to the concept of the corporation,
with its more or less universal legal characteristics of profit motive/mandate, separate legal
personality and limited liability: together the gender to the corporation’s sex. While the
category of sex & the mark of gender are not generally questioned, “not even by women”,
according to Wittig, the concept of the corporation derives the continuity of its power, its
constant reproduction, from the near-universal failure to reject the concept of the
corporation per se even by those (and that is most of us) who draw the short straw in
corporate capitalism. In this work in progress | explore what use Queer Theory could be,
as a mode of explanation and a tool for action, in resisting, subverting, or ‘queering’
corporate power. As a start, ‘unthinking’ the corporation, should be exercised in
combination with the (existing, increasing) performance of radical alternatives to the
organization of production (as lesbianism is to the heteropatriarchy). The notion of
‘Queering corporate power is further intended to illustrate and emphasise the manner in
which all our liberation struggles (queer, feminist, ecological, anarchic, anti-capitalist) are
bound up together, and when combined, reinforce each other.

Marcelo Badaré Mattos
Brazilian crisis: social struggles, economic recession and political instability

Political instability in Brazil is evident. By the time this summary is written a president of
the Republic is "suspended" by impeachment proceedings. On the surface of political
events we can note allegations of corruption, judicial and parliamentary maneuvers,
ideological action of the media and growth of manifestations of reactionary right. The
purpose of this communication is to go beyond the surface of political events in search of
connection between them and the social interests of different sectors of the ruling class



installed in Brazil in a context of economic crisis and growing social struggles.
Chronologically, the worsening of social conflicts became visible with the mass
demonstrations that took place in the country in June 2013, and the economic crisis began
to manifest itself more sharply from 2014. The hypothesis worked here is that the
combination of these two processes took a growing share of the Brazilian ruling class to
withdraw their support to the government of the Workers Party (PT), choosing from the
end of 2015 the option of removal of Dilma Rousseff. This option of the main bourgeois
fractions was made in spite of the PT government's efforts to carry out policies of austerity
and containment of social struggles, making it clear that the class conciliation formulas
represented by over 13 years of PT governments are no longer considered appropriate by
the bourgeois sectors that previously supported them.

Peter Baker
The State and the Translation Machine: Readings of Gramsci in Bolivia

Within contemporary Bolivian Marxism, there is no doubt that the theory of Antonio
Gramsci has been one of the most central references on the Bolivian left. The Gramscian
approach first entered Bolivia through its reception in the work of the critical sociologist
René Zavaleta Mercado, whose work has recently been translated into English. Today,
two prominent figures in Bolivia continue to draw from this tradition to provide two very
different accounts of the contemporary conjuncture: the current vice president Alvaro
Garcia Linera, and one of the current government’s fiercest critics, Luis Tapia. This paper
seeks to trace the uses of Gramscian theory between the two thinkers in order to outline
the extent to which these different interpretations are not only the site of hermeneutic
struggles, but are properly in their own right hegemonic struggles over the current
directions of the Bolivian left which have wider implications. To this extent, the paper will
draw from the notion of ‘translation’ as it is employed by Actor Network Theory (ANT), to
argue that hegemonic power operates according to a similar principle by which inherently
multiple systems must be brought into the translation process by creating a chain of
equivalences among them.

Camille Barbagallo, Sigrid Vertommen,
The Invisible Hands of the Market: Reproductive Work and Female Labour

Since the reconfiguration of the capitalist world economy in the late seventies, the
reproductive labours involved in care, nurturance and pleasure have increasingly been
commodified and a global army of female workers including nannies, cleaners, surrogates
and sex workers has developed in both the global North and South.

Recent social scientific and feminist scholarship has therefore focused its attention to
studying the immorality and exploitation behind the supposedly "new" sexual division of
labour, with its exuberant marketization of bodies, intimacies and sexualities, while
downplaying or even ignoring the structural inequalities of power (race, class, sex, gender)
that underpin the unwaged forms of reproductive, affective and emotional labour, such as
in sex, childbirth and housework.

In this presentation we would like to suggest that a feminist Marxist understanding of
capitalist social relations requires a combined attention to and organisation of both forms
of labour - namely, waged and unwaged reproductive labour. Through a critical analysis of
recent debates on altruistic (unwaged) versus commercial (waged) surrogacy, we posit a
feminist Marxist account of the politics of motherhood, care and reproduction that



transcends false dichotomies of waged-unwaged labour, gift-commodity, nature-social,
market-non market.

Stefania Barca
The political in Environmental History

This paper interrogates the relevance and potentialities of Environmental History as a tool
for examining the role of capitalism, as a historical social formation, in shaping the current
ecological crisis. The paper is structured into two parts. Firstly, starting from some of the
earliest contributions to the field, | will critically examine the theoretical possibilities offered
by EH to the development of a Marxist approach to the Anthropocene.

In the second part of the paper, | will articulate my own contribution to a historical
materialist Environmental History, focusing on two lines of investigation: that on the
ecological contradictions of early industrial capitalism, as this emerges from class struggle
— which | have mostly developed in my book Enclosing Water; and that on labor and
working-class environmentalism — which | have been developing through more recent
research on climate politics in international labor organizations and on environmental
struggles in working-class communities in Italy and Brazil. | will finally offer a reflection on
how Environmental History can contribute to a better understanding of the global climate
crisis, by adopting a more clearly politicized approach, in the sense of paying attention to
the role played by the working class in resisting and counteracting capitalist ecologies past
and present.

Daniel Barrow
10:04: Everyday Life and The Novel as Late Capitalist Limit-Form

Ben Lerner's 2014 novel 10:04 confronts crisis — ecological, financial, political — as a crisis
of narrative form. The novel's involuted narrative structure and experimental incorporation
of multiple modes of narrative (poetry, visual collage, autobiography) attempts to grapple
with a crisis of representation spurred by mutations in lived experience under late
capitalism since the 2008 financial crisis. If the novel has historically been the territory of
what becomes, in the bourgeois era, 'everyday life', as Henri Lefebvre defined it, and
simultaneously a form for potentially imagining or registering social totality, what happens
when the abstract compulsions and movement of capital are increasingly registered or
figured as concrete and unavoidable? What is the result when lived time and the time of
production draws to the edge of what Fredric Jameson has called 'the end of temporality’,
when time, after postmodernism, When the concrete lifeworld of the novel form seems to
be pushed by the intensification of contradiction within capitalist accumulation to the point
of entire disintegration? Drawing on work by Paul Virilio, Jonathan Crary, Michael Sayeau
and Guy Debord, this paper will argue that in Lerner's novel the pastiched narrative
elements of postmodern fiction are transformed and bricolaged into the experimental
reconfiguration of a new 'cognitive mapping' of everyday life under late capitalism. The
novel, as the belated and imploded form of narrative of capitalist modernity, finds its formal
reconstitution, in 10:04, in the temporal and spatial limits of capital's dominance over
‘everyday life': a new set of formal boundaries and experiments with new forms of
novelistic temporality.

Luca Basso



Marx and the Russian Commune

The question of Marx’s analysis of Russia is both complex and extremely controversial,
particularly in light of the events of the twentieth century. My interpretation of the
relationship between Marx and Russia will distance itself from two opposed readings that,
in my view, are both problematic. The first, proper to ‘traditional’ Marxism, consists of an
underestimation of the role of Russia, and the insistence that it was substantially irrelevant
to Marx, given that it was a peripheral country that was still not developed in a capitalist
sense and was thus unable to reach communist revolution before the capitalist mode of
production had fully been developed. On the contrary, in recent years other ‘post-Marxist’
approaches have integrated Marx’s position with postcolonial studies in a perspective
critical with regard to any Western ‘grand narrative’, pervaded with the spirit of colonialism.
This outlook attributes particular importance to the Russian situation, in that this country
had still not suffered the ‘labour pains’ of the birth of the capitalist mode of production. As
such, it prefigured the possibility of a transition from the rural commune to communism
without first having to go through the stages of capitalism. The interpretation that | propose
is different from both such readings. Indeed, the former is based on an excessive
dogmatism in its delineation of the transition from capitalism to communism: it thus risks
conceiving the entire political scenario on the basis of a single schema deduced from the
experiences of the most advanced capitalist countries. But if the first perspective has its
limitations, the second is problematic, in that it surreptitiously characterises Marx as anti-
modern, a supporter of the ‘archaic’. For the purposes of examining this question, it is
necessary, rather, to avoid a ‘theoreticist’ outlook based on some generalising schema:
both a historicist and an anti-historicist reading would be abstract in character. Marx’s
study of Russia resounds in a dual register: on the one hand, theory must be rooted in
history and in politics without, however, coinciding with these elements; on the other,
politics cannot be immediately deduced from theory.

Jean Batou
The material and the mental in the birth and expansion of Islamic societies

Is there a definite relationship between the adoption of Islam as a dominant faith and given
social formations? In the 1990s, Manuel Acién Almansa proposed the concept of “Islamic
social relations”, putting special emphasis on the peculiar significance of private property
and its spatial embodiment in the Islamic city, where public area tends to take a back seat
to the profits of market space and private shops.

More recently, S. Michalopoulos, A, Naghavi and G. Prarolo tried to empirically
demonstrate the interaction between the surge of trade in the context of an uneven
distribution of agricultural resources, and the shaping of the Islamic doctrine. They
conjectured that its moral and economic principles were instrumental in finding an
acceptable compromise between Middle-Eastern pastoral tribes and merchant cities,
allowing them to build a centralized political authority.

Both approaches address the issue of the complex meshing and merging of the material
and the mental in the historical development of social formations. My paper intends to
underline the great interest of such efforts in the understanding of the birth and rapid
expansion of the first Islamic societies from the 7th century C.E. Onwards.

Jonathan Beacham



Limiting the Anthropocene? ‘Alternative’ food production and living with the capitalist
imperative

In this paper | offer a critique of the concept of the Anthropocene through an engagement
with Marxian political geography and political ecology in the world of ‘alternative’ food
production. Whilst the historical development of agriculture marks one of the main stepping
stones towards entering our so called Anthropocentric age, we face at our current juncture
various significant challenges around climate change and food security in being able to
feed the global population. Differing ways of producing food - taking on this ‘alternative’
designation versus a hegemonic agro-industrial mainstream - have been argued to provide
potential (if not full) solutions to these difficulties. However, maintaining this ‘alternative’
identity through a variety of organic, small scale, low input and ‘sustainable’ production
methods is often challenged by the systemic logic of capitalism and it remains a liminal
position. Reflecting upon a case study of alternative food production in Lancashire,
England, | outline a number of strategies used by producers when faced with decisions
that contradict their broad moral aims but are necessitated by the capitalist profit
imperative. | suggest that these dilemmas provide a productive ‘way in’ to thinking through
how material historical and economic forces are felt by lay actors on the ground. | argue
that the concept of the Anthropocene has so far failed to stimulate humanity in
reconsidering our place in the world, which in itself serves to disrupt and limit the analytical
space available for understanding the powerful material forces at work in the process of
creating what Jason Moore calls capitalism as a ‘world-ecology’. | finish by suggesting that
a Marxian perspective continues to provide a more successful standpoint by which to
understand the issues we face and how we might move beyond a state of endemic global
economic, environmental and ecological crises.

Crystal Stella Becerril
The Thirst is Real: On Bringing Back the Popular Avant-Garde & Drinking the Lemonade

The question of how pop culture and politics intersect in any capacity that can be
harnessed to further Marxist inquiry is a complicated one which the left continues to
struggle with. Nowhere is this clearer than in the way culture and identity have come to
replace instead of inform politics, particularly when seeking to understand or explain
skewed power relations in cultural production and exchange. Although rooted in a
progressive, anti-racist instinct, these frameworks do little to help us understand how
oppression or culture under capitalism—particularly under neoliberalism—actually work and
are quite reactionary if the goal of these politics is collective emancipation.

When culture, the dynamics of its production, and exchange are plucked from our socio-
economic reality, the process of analyzing these things gets thrown into a vacuum where
moments of cultural production or exchange—be they negative or positive ones— have no
choice but to devolve into individualistic (and by extension moralistic) defenses which yield
little (if any) useful political insight. That's because cultural discourse which focuses on
individual instances and dynamics of oppression rather than on the institutional or
systemic ones, actually lets off the hook the real manufacturers of oppression, the
capitalist class.

Furthermore, popular declarations by some that posit that cultural products and artifacts
should only be produced, consumed, and even enjoyed by some—for example, arguments
that albums like Beyoncé's Lemonade were made for Black women and should therefore
only be enjoyed and discussed by Black women- inevitably give way to accusations of



cultural appropriation when non-Black women/people enjoy and engage it. These types of
declarations and arguments have the ability to shut down necessary debate and discourse
in one fell swoop, and are stifling at best and reactionary at worst. In this paper | will focus
on the frameworks which have emerged out of the need for theory to helps us understand
our cultural products in a moment of political and ideological crisis and on why the popular
avant-garde is the answer to growing our collective political and artistic consciousness.

The popular avant-garde which we hope to rescue and advance, takes up the questions of
popular culture and revolutionary politics that have for decades been largely overlooked by
the left, and challenges those reactionary politics which have filled that void. In Notes on
Deconstructing the Popular the great Marxist cultural theorist Stuart Hall explained that
"Capital had a stake in the culture of the popular classes because the constitution of a
whole new social order around capital required a more or less, continuous, if intermittent,
process of re-education.” It is our task as Marxists then, to go back and answer the
questions of how capital shapes, informs, and is informed by culture, and how we can
make tools of those things which we create and which belong to us— art, music, dance,
language— to grow our movements and advance our struggles.

Riccardo Bellofiore
The adventures of Vergesellschaftung

This paper engages in a dialogue with ((and critique of) opposite approaches whose
importance is that they take seriously the issues of what abstract labour is and what are
the specificities of capitalist ‘socialisation’ (Vergesellschaftung). On the one side there is
Michael Heinrich’s view about the Marxian ‘monetary theory of value’, stressing the
nachtragliche Vergesellschaftung, whereas abstract labour exists only in monetary
circulation of commodities, hence in ex post ‘socialisation’, within a non-commodity money
approach. On the other side, there is Roberto Finelli, insisting that labour is already
immediately fully ‘social’. This latter position is untenable in literal terms and is unilateral
(actually erasing money from any essential role in value theory), but its merit is to show
how unilateral is also the view of abstract labour within a perspective reducing
Vergesellschaftung only to an a posteriori dimension. This limit results from the Neue
Marx-Lektlre’s almost exclusive focus on the first three chapters of Capital since its
implicitly Adornian beginning in Reichelt and Backhaus, which will be briefly recalled and
assessed. In fact, in Marx the nachtragliche Vergesellschaftung in universalised
commodity circulation gives way in the later chapters to the unmittelbar
Vergesellschaftung: the ‘immediate socialisation’ in the capitalist labour process, where
abstract labor not only counts but actually is already abstract in production — a point not to
be confused with a deskilling/deconcretisation perspective. Rubin and Napoleoni well saw,
in different but complementary ways, that for Marx abstract labour already exists as
(potential and latent) ‘value/money in motion’ in immediate production. Backhaus correctly
writes: the pre-monetary value (which is actually an anticipated money value even before
actual market exchanges!) is the ens realissimum governing capitalist totality in its centre.
Abstract labour is a process. The problem is that breaking the mediation between value
and labour through money as a commodity, as Heinrich and others do, capitalist reality
risks to be splitted in two worlds: concrete/real in production versus abstract/monetary in
circulation. Marx would be lost. The paper argues that the unilateralities are overcome and
the difficulties are solved if we move towards a Marxian macro-monetary theory of
capitalist production, within a fully endogenous money perspective. Its central focus is on
capital as a [social] relation grounding the Konstitution of the Fetish-character of Capital as
a Subject. The ‘ex post socialisation’ in commodity circulation and the ‘immediate



socialisation’ in immediate production must be preceded by an ‘ex ante socialisation’: the
monetary imprinting of wage-labour (‘ante-validation’ of it as prospective living labour,
looked in its turn as abstract labour duvdpel) by banks as providers of finance to
production. Money as the universal equivalent is deduced prior to capital, when
commodities are presupposed: money as capital is however logically required to have
commodities as posited results. This point, in different forms, was anticipated by de
Brunhoff (ante-validation as pseudo-validation) and Graziani (finance to production). The
capitalist monetary Kreislauf (circuit) is indeed the other side of the coin of the abstraction
of labour as a process, from labour-power (initial finance) to living labour (production) to
objectualised labour (ideal money) to the final validation (real money).

Eric Benjamin Blanc
The Rosa Luxemburg Myth

This paper challenges widespread uncritical portrayals of Rosa Luxemburg. By examining
the politics and practices of Luxemburg and her SDKPIL party in Poland, | show that their
commitment to proletarian emancipation was ultimately undermined by sectarian and
doctrinaire tendencies that directly contributed to the defeat of Poland’s workers’
revolutions in 1905 and 1918-23. A critical analysis of their approaches to the national
question, the Polish Socialist Party, the German Social Democracy, and the role of the
revolutionary party, undermines the myth that Luxemburgism represents a democratic and
undogmatic alternative to Social Democracy or Leninism. | argue that the Polish Socialist
Party, Luxemburg's main political rival, posed a viable revolutionary Marxist alternative to
Luxemburgism.

Tithi Bhattacharya
The Ontology of Labor Power: Producing and Social Reproducing Capital

The primary problematic of what is meant by the social reproduction of labor power is only
a preliminary start to a definitional project for Social Reproduction Theory. Simply put,
while labor puts the system of capitalist production in motion, Social Reproduction Theory
points out that it is critical to remember that labor power itself is the sole commodity, the
‘unique commodity’ as Marx calls it, that is produced outside of the circuit of commodity-
production. But this status of labor as a commodity that is simultaneously produced
outside the ‘normal’ productive cycle of other commodities raises more questions than it
answers. For instance, Marx is very clear that every commodity under capitalism has two
manifestations: one as use value, and the other as value [exchange value]. Indeed, when
the commodity appears in its social form we only encounter it its second manifestation—
because the capitalist production process, through an act of ‘necromancy’ turns use value
into its direct opposite. But labor power becomes a ‘commodity’ (i.e. it becomes something
that is not simply endowed with use value) without going through the same process of
‘necromancy’ as other commodities: which raises a question about the very ontology of
labor power beyond the simple questions of its ‘production’ and ‘reproduction’. If the totality
of the capitalist system is shot through with this ‘commodity’ that is not produced in the
manner of other commodities, what then are the points of determination and/or
contradictions that must necessarily be constitutive (of the system) and yet must be
overcome within it?

Bernardo Bianchi



Emancipation: the building of humanity

This research aims at building a theoretical framework, by which the concept of
emancipation could be re-founded. Through the question of anthropogenesis, one of
Marx’s constantly neglected concepts can be reconsidered: the concept of
Selbstbetatigung (self-activation). The Manuscripts of 1844 provide the image of the
diminution of the power to act that cannot be understood under the formula of the
exteriorization of the subject in objects, as suggested by the model of the philosophy of
alienation, when it postulates the ideal of transparence against opacity. Instead of
conceiving the problem of emancipation as a process of subjectivation (the becoming-
human of the world), the Selbstbetatigung deals with the becoming-world of man. In this
sense, the process of humanization takes place amid a plane of immanence, from which
we could develop the idea of a practical transformation of the world as it is. Therefore, it
can be said that in this statement there is an inversion of the traditional analysis of the
imprisonment of the human power under the capitalist mode of production. Instead of
condemning the objectivation of men as well as the objectivation of the social world, we
can derive from Marx a problematic that culminates in the recrimination of the becoming-
subject of men, in accordance with the process that involves the loss of their own
objectivity. | would like to emphasize that men are not only modified by the circumstances,
but that it is from the moment that they modify their own circumstances, in accordance with
the expression of their own power to act, that men modify themselves. In that sense,
based on Franck Fischbach (FISCHBACH, F., Philosophies de Marx, p. 41.), we could add
that this position entails a double problem. On the one hand, it demonstrates that men
modify themselves as they modify their circumstances. On the other hand, the change of
the circumstances should, therefore, be regarded as inseparable from the change of men
themselves. In these terms, as a revolutionary practice, the emancipation is the activity
that unifies the change of the circumstances to the change of men.

Alexander Billet
For a 21st Century Popular Avant-Garde

This paper will take as its starting point the very first recorded use of the term “avant-
garde” in relation to art: that of utopian socialist Olinde Rodrigues, who wrote in the 1820’s
that “artists serve as the people’s avant-garde.” Though arguably colored by some of the
elitism of utopian socialism that often saw workers as inert masses to be acted upon rather
than subjects of history, the quote reveals a hidden historical relationship between notions
of avant-garde art and what we have come to refer to as “the popular” or “mass culture.”
Twentieth century cultural production — aided by the rise of the culture industry and the
age of mechanical reproduction — increasingly pulled apart the popular and the avant-
garde, often placing them at odds with each other. Left and Marxist culture critics from
Theodor Adorno to Clement Greenberg to Dwight McDonald to Fred Ho have been
preoccupied with this relationship.

Today, the avant-garde, the experimental, the “serious” is seen not only as organically
disconnected from the popular but as a different realm entirely, as if the two aren’t in the
same genus let alone species. This impact’s contemporary left arts criticism, on the one
hand resulting in a kind of bland celebration of “the popular” without consideration for the
machinations of the culture industry or the status or art as a commodity, and on the other
resulting in hermetic dismissals of mass art in favor of the an experimentalism that can be
deliberately indecipherable. Both suffer from a key weakness: a failure to recognize that
artistic production plays a role in imagining a different world, and therefore that there is a



need for radical “fringe” ideas and philosophies to become “popular.” This dialectic has
never disappeared, but it has been obscured. It deserves to be observed anew.

Using as a heuristic Marx’s twin contradictory statements that “the emancipation of the
working classes must be conquered by the working classes themselves” and “the ideas of
the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas,” this paper will trace how it is that
artists, writers and musicians have joined employed popular tropes to aesthetically
subversive and expansive ends. What's more, it will insist that an avant-garde work of art
can have its aesthetic experiment deepened, made more prescient, by its connection to
popular concerns and struggles. Past examples will be used to exhibit this phenomenon:
Bertolt Brecht, M.I.A., Rock Against Racism, and Frida Kahlo.

Jaswinder Blackwell-Pal
The Politics of Kanye

As one of the most iconic popular artists working today, Kanye West is notable for
balancing unquestionable success with constant controversy, remaining a deeply
polarizing figure without compromising his cultural dominance. For every measure of
critical acclaim and popularity he achieves, Kanye inspires an equal portion of ridicule,
anger and outrage. Ask many people what their dominant impression of him is and you are
likely to hear the words 'arrogant’, 'egotistical' and 'crazy' at least as many, if not more,
time than you hear 'creative', 'genius' or 'groundbreaking'.

Kanye's conflicted position within the American culture industry, as someone both hugely
profitable as well as loathed and discredited, is a direct result of the complex relationship
between race, wealth and celebrity that he embodies. What Kanye offers in his work is a
performance of black mascultinity marked by in equal parts by emotional vulnerability and
intense expressions of rage and political consciousness. This duality means he falls astray
of the established archetypes that have been pre-designated for black men, and which
have been reinforced within hip hop itself. He is neither 'gansgter' or 'conscious' rapper,
and therefore confuses and frustrates the preexisting roles available to black artists.

This paper will chart the political characteristics and dimensions to Kanye by examining his
work from the four angles useful to us as Marxists:
— The content of his art itself; in this case his lyrical and visual output
— The form of his art; carefully considering his sonic evolution over the 3 distinct
periods of his career and how these have aspired to a unity between form and
content
— His relationship with the process of production; his innovation using the materials
and techniques available to him at the current historical period.
— His status as celebrity; considering his public interventions as an important part of
his canon.

| will argue that Kanye is one of the most interesting artists of our age, and one who best
embodies the contradictions of the current period both through his explicit political
statements and his relationship to the music industry in the era of electronic reproduction.
In particular | will focus on his latest album, The Life of Pablo, which marks an innovation
in album form. 'Pablo’ is an evolving piece of work, with the music changing continuously
as West continues to update and tinker with each song. It forces the audience into a
process of curation and authorship, questioning the authenticity of the product and
developing the means of production available to him.



Félix Boggio
Contemporary Political Economy as a Utopian Project

Most of contemporary debates on political economy among the revolutionary left have
involved an overpoliticization of theoretical discussion. The most salient discussion in
Marxist circles is of course about the Tendency of the Rate of Profit to Fall (TRPF). The
divide between underconsumptionist, sectoral unbalance and overaccumulation theories is
deemed to be a debate between more authentically Marxist and revolutionary tendencies
in economic theory. The adversary positions are irredeemably labeled as “keynesian”,
meaning “reformist” and unmarxist in character.

By contrast, we wish to outline here a common thread in the field commonly known as
“heterodox economics”. We will first assert that all heterodox currents are rooted in social
et philosophical foundations which boil down to the concept of social relations of
production. Three forms of separation, characterizing capitalist economies, will be sorted
out, drawing from Balibar's seminal article in Reading Capital and Bettelheim's Economic
Calculation and Forms of Property: relations of property, relations of possession, and
commodity relations.

Our purpose is to show that each main current (either postkeynesian, marxist or
institutionalist) has a specific understanding of those three forms of separation. What
distinguishes one current from another is the status given to property, possession and
commodity separations: one of them will be used as a device of economic modeling, the
more mechanical notion of causal effects; another will be used in an interpretative
narrative that underpins the choice of variables, actors and behaviors; and another one is
a more fantomatic “cause of causes”, a structural constrain of all explanations. Our thrust
will be to show that, through each of these “absent causes”, each current elaborate its own
utopian project: a resolution of an irreducible contradiction in capitalism.

We will argue then that Political Economy does not need to be more or less
“revolutionary”, but has to be understood as a cognitive mapping project, dialectically
projecting utopian knowledge on the totality of the capitalist system of production.

Félix Boggio Ewanjé-Epée, Stella Magliani-Belkacem

Tout le monde déteste la police. French insurgency and new approaches to smashing the
State

During the mass protests that erupted in France in response to a government bill to
liberalize the labor market, new forms of conflictuality emerged on a large scale, with an
unprecedented use of black bloc tactics. While these practices were classically ascribed to
a marginal fringe of the extreme left (namely, autonomes and non-syndicalist anarchism),
it appeared as a more and more organic strategy of the movement, positively interacting
with the Nuit debout occupation of public space and with ranking file union members
during demonstrations. The escalation of repression brought about a cohesive common
sense among protesters that challenged governmental and media attempts at dividing
them between casseurs (black bloc) and peaceful demonstrators.

This paper intends to draw lessons from the movement, and notably the rise of
autonomist-influenced and radical antifascist practices. We hold that this emergence is



connected to a subterranean affinity between new terrains of struggle, dealing with space,
logistics and the State on the one hand, and a set of ideas drawn from street-fighting
antifascism and communization on the other hand.

How can the left learn from these evolutions while these currents have a strong anti-party
component? How to build hegemony out of an anti-hegemonic stance? These questions
are an enticement for the left to see with different lens classical problems of strategy
related to the State. As the Poulantzas-influenced hypothesis of a prolonged dual power
strategy is gaining prominence in intellectual areas, these new forms of conflictuality can
be thought of as a crucial anti-State component of a dialectical strategy of
breaking/transforming specific State apparatuses and sectors.

It is also to be claimed that race and imperialism bring a crucial tension in these new
movements, and that retrieving radical anti-imperialist and antiracist legacies is a crucial
complement to the proposed approach

Ashley Bohrer
The Coloniality of Capitalism: Intersectional Theories of Capitalism from Latin America

Theories of race, gender, national origin, and immigration status are frequently
underthematized in analyses of capitalism. Moreover, when attempts to conceptualize
these axes are made, they are too frequently taken exclusively from theorists located in
the global north. This paper seeks to explain and conceptualize the relationship between
race, gender, nationality, and capitalism as articulated by Latin American critics of
capitalism. Using Anibal Quijano's analysis of the coloniality of power, | argue that
capitalism is inextricably sutured to a concept of colonial race that forms its animating
core. Drawing on Maria Lugones, | argue that capitalism is also infected by what she calls
'the colonial/modern gender system', weaving race, gender, and capitalism together in the
legacy of the colonial conquest. Looking at Sylvia Wynter, | argue that capitalism is the
fabric that weaves together intersectional oppression in the contemporary world and that it
is this weaving together that constitutes the meaning of contemporary capitalist
subjectivity.

Matt Bolton
Justice and the Separation of the 'Economic’ and 'Political’

The demand for ‘justice’ in the face of state violence has been a central feature of
numerous recent social movements, from the Hillsborough Justice Campaign to Black
Lives Matter. This paper poses the question of the relation of such demands to both
conceptions of class struggle and ‘identity politics’.

The concept of justice, particularly with regard to law and the state, has long had an
uneasy relationship with Marxist theory. Marx was often dismissive towards issues of
formal legal equality, while commodity form theorists working in the wake of Pashukanis
tend to view it as a derivation of the exchange relation. Analytical Marxism took up the
question of justice as a central concern, but invariably ended up slipping back into liberal
political philosophy. And while Political Marxists rightly focus on legally-mediated struggle
during the transition to capitalism, once ‘extra-economic coercion’ has been separated
from the ‘economic’, and the state differentiated from the market, questions of justice and
equality (including ‘extra-economic’ distinctions of gender and ‘race’) are regarded as



hangovers from previous forms of social-property relations, with little relevance to capitalist
class relations.

This paper will use the work of Heide Gerstenberger to contest the notion that capitalism is
defined by non-violent ‘economic coercion’ alone. It will suggest that the distinction
between the ‘political’ and ‘economic’ is not fixed but constantly remade by the state. The
appearance of a ‘class relation’, understood as a legally free ‘exchange of equivalents’, is
not an universal accompaniment to capitalism but a product of historically specific political
struggles to push back the frontline of ‘extra-economic’ coercion. Such struggle were often
motivated by demands for individual or collective dignity rather than economic gain.

The demand for justice today thereby emerges from the contested process(es) through
which the ‘economic’ is (or is not) separated from the ‘political’. This analysis attempts to
problematise the distinction between ‘class’ and ‘identity’ by suggesting that the very
definition of class as an ‘economic’ relation is itself a historically specific product of
ongoing ‘extra-economic’ struggles, which cannot be relegated to ‘pre-capitalist’ or
epiphenomenal status.

Patrick Bond

Red-Greening South Africa's next revolt?: Eco-socialist opportunities and nascent
leadership

South African political ecology reflects what is amongst the world’s most extreme cases of
uneven and combined development, and as one crucial aspect of this condition,
environmental degradation extends deep into the households and workplaces populated
mainly by the country’s black majority. The budding socialist movement will, in coming
months and years, increasingly embrace this condition just as profoundly as it does the
need to reindustrialise the economy under worker and social control, while restructuring
the reproduction of labour power in a humane, rational manner. As that process unfolds,
there are opportunities to ‘red-green’ the aspirational strategies of manufacturing-
localisation, minerals-beneficiation, land reform, geographical restructuring (including
urban repurposing, the cessation of migrant labour relations and shifts from private to
public transport), and renewable energy generation that are supported in principle today by
all social forces aside from the most dogmatic neoliberals.

But to ensure that these strategies are not tokenistic, that they do not fall prey to ‘Green
Economy’ eco-capitalist manoeuvers, and that they have deepening eco-socialist
orientations, the immediate challenge is to wrench power from corporations and their allied
politicians and state officials. That will also mean coming to grips with international
vulnerabilities associated with post-1994 neoliberalism, with South Africa’s subimperial
positioning in Africa, and most explicitly today, with the worsening failure of the BRICS
project: the mistaken idea that alliance with Brazil, Russia, India and China would generate
radically new global governance power relations that would successfully address
economic, social, geopolitical and ecological crises from the top down.

In contrast, several bottom-up victories since the end of apartheid in 1994 offer examples
of the decommaodification, destratification and deglobalisation approaches that will be
required to move forward the eco-socialist agenda: access to free HIV/AIDS medicines,
the partial decommodification of municipal water and electricity services, and workplace
health and safety class-action lawsuits (especially over silicosis). These are instances of
struggle that bring home — to the scale of the body itself — some of the ecological



processes most damaged by capitalism. There are also some isolated but important cases
of environmental justice victories over polluters that contribute to broader eco-socialist
conceptions and movement-building. And a few institutions and visionary leaders have
begun to emerge to carry forward the eco-socialist agenda across South Africa’s rocky
terrain.

Still, the most vital missing element in 2017 is a political party that generates an eco-
socialist ideology deep within the society. All other ideologies currently in the mainstream
of political discourse — especially nationalism, neoliberalism, petit-bourgeois radicalism,
Black Consciousness and an ossified ‘Marxist-Leninism’ promoted by the official
Communist Party, as well as half-hearted mainstream environmentalism — have failed to
achieve the potential that a red-green political process offers. Even the best prospect for
an eco-socialist ideology — the National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA) in
alliance with the Association of Mineworkers and Construction Union (AMCU) and a slow-
maturing ‘United Front’ with social movements — has a great distance to travel before the
merits of radical environmentalism are evident to the vanguard of workers and social
movements.

Edna Bonhomme
Anti-colonialism, Afro-Arab solidarity, and the Politics of Liberation

Anti-colonial movements in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) intensified after
World War Il thus strengthening relations between colonized people. More specifically,
Black people from sub-Saharan Africa, the Caribbean, and North America were inspired
and collaborated with Arabs from MENA. Afro-Arab solidarity reflected a broader political
shift whereby internationalism, liberation, and working class politics were central to the
anti-colonial and resistance movements. Moreover, Afro-Arab solidarity happened along
intellectual, cultural, and political lines that resulted in formal conventions and personal
journeys. Some of the major sites of unity occurred during the Afro-Asian Solidarity
Conference in Cairo (1957) and the Bandung Conference in the Soviet Union (1955).
Between 1945 and 1965, Cairo was a major locus for Afro-Arab solidarity whereby Blacks
such as Muhammad Ali, Maya Angelou, Kwame Nkrumah, and Malcolm X made grave
efforts to strengthen their alliances with Arabs. These coalitions were particularly deep
when Egyptian communist parties and trade unions were providing the ideological and
material conditions to transcend ethnic and/or racial differences. | argue that Afro-Arab
solidarity in Egypt was strongest during the early 1950s when there was a broader
anticolonial and anti-capitalist struggle and diminished by the late 1960s when rank and
file Egyptian leftists were systematically suppressed by the Egyptian state. Using archival
materials, personal letters, and newspaper articles, | will show how the anti-colonial apex
generated genuine leftist struggle whereby inter-ethnic conflict was rescinded and Afro-
Arab unanimity was promoted. Thus, Afro-Arab liberation politics were strengthened when
there were independent socialists inserted into mass movements in Egypt.

Carina Brand

Extraction and Social Reproduction, Affects and Aesthetics: Fracking, The Subsumption of
Public Services, and Zika

This paper places the concept of extraction, and its aesthetics (Noys 2013), as central to
capitalism (with and/or without limits). By looking at the relationship between extraction
and social reproduction | argue we can use extraction as a useful tool in examining the



transfer or theft of value outside of the wage (Mezzadra and Neilson 2013). While it can be
argued that techniques and technologies for extraction have become increasingly
complex, it is important to ask what limits we can identify in extracting from the natural
environment and the sphere of social reproduction? | shall focus on what | see as the
ongoing and intensifying extraction in and of the home. More labour takes place in the
home through self-employment, digital labour, and working-from-home, and the sphere of
social reproduction is increasingly becoming a site of extensive extraction, whose limits
are becoming apparent.

| use Marxist Feminist writing on social reproduction (Mies, 1986; Fortunati, 1995; Vogel,
1983) and subsequent theorists’ writing on primitive accumulation and the enclosure of the
commons (Harvey, 2003; De Angelis, 2001; Perelman; 2000) to develop Marx’s concept of
surplus extraction (Marx, 1975). My predominant concern is what capital extracts for free
and the costs to social reproduction, which affect women disproportionally. | will also
consider how the aesthetic and visual forms extraction takes relate to the political
economic function.

To illustrate the argument | will consider three examples, firstly the recent proliferation of
fracking, as event and imaginary, which extracts energy from the commons, or from
private land/homes. | will posit fracking as a contemporary enclosure of the commons and
draw on Mies and Shiva’s (1993) concept of ecofeminism to elucidate this event of
extraction in our ‘backyards’. Secondly | will discuss the privatisation of public service
provision (Huws, 2012; Endnotes, 2013) and how this transformation affects community
relationships and aesthetic experience, which affects the lives of women unequally. Finally
| consider the current epidemic, and representation of Zika virus. Zika represents a
collision between ‘nature’ and ‘culture’ but more importantly it can be seen as a by-product
of the conditions of poverty that intensive extraction causes. Zika however only adversely
affects women, consequently it is being used to stigmatise poor women as sexually
deviant (Federici, 2003), enforcing celibacy, and therefore compromising women’s role as
‘reproducer’ of labour power (Fortunati, 1995). Thus | ask: has capital limited its own
reproduction?

Craig Brandist

The Dimensions of Hegemony: Language, Culture and Politics in Revolutionary Russia
Michael Bray

The Limits of Mental Labor: Class & Politics Today

Despite its intermittent recurrence in Marxist debates over class and transitions to
socialism, the division between mental and manual labor retains an ambiguous status. If,
as Sohn-Rethel suggested, that division is “another aspect of the same class antagonism”
defined by exploitation, its status and effects remain unclear. Is it one amongst many
ideological divisions fragmenting the working class? Or does it have a unique status,
defining a “new petty bourgeoisie” or “professional-managerial” class? Or is it, as Jacques
Bidet argues, a different factor of class, based in “organization,” rather than “the market”?

This paper defends three claims in relation to these debates, to then sketch their political
implications in “knowledge societies” where most new jobs are precarious and “unskilled”
and the surplus population is expanding: 1) The division between mental and manual labor
is a distinctive, constitutive aspect of class antagonism. It defines the political core of



capitalist class relations in labor processes directed towards increasing relative surplus
value. This hierarchical core is embodied in the state and increasingly shapes struggles
over social reproduction; 2) It does not define or delimit class groups within capitalist
society; rather, it brings into question any project of “objectively” delimiting such groups at
a general level, while articulating a principle of division spread across the social division of
labor, crystallizing into specific institutional forms in a perpetually revised process. Class
formations take shape politically in relation to that process; 3) Mental labor operates, like
the political sphere it shapes, with a degree of autonomy, but is not a separable principle
of class power. “Intellect” remains dependent upon capital: control over the latter — and
over labor power and the reproduction of the working class under capital — grounds its
powers.

Intellectuals are not thereby foredoomed to be ideologues. The political economy of
working class social reproduction provides a potential basis for alternative practices of
thinking. But every practice of mental labor not positioned consciously in relation to this
division takes an unconscious side in the increasingly central political split between
(privatized) “technocracy” and “populism.” Today, a renewed conception of and strategy
regarding the latter is requisite.

David Broder
A country within a country: what exactly was the Italian road to socialism?

The recent revival of the radical Left in Europe has renewed interest in the history of the
Italian Communist Party. From Alexis Tsipras’s repeated invocation of the legacy of Enrico
Berlinguer to Podemos leaders’ references to Antonio Gramsci, the PCI’s history seems to
offer a treasure-trove of guidance on socialist strategy today. The Party’s ‘Italian road to
socialism’ is increasingly kindly looked upon as a democratic alternative to both Stalinism
and social democracy, offering a more viable model for the Left today than the Soviet
model.

In this paper | will question much of what has become received wisdom on PCI history,
and in particular the notion of its historical novelty. Through a comparative history with pre-
World War | social-democratic parties, | will argue that the major strategic choices and
organisational forms associated with the PCI tradition (and often imputed to Gramsci) were
historically common to reformist parties before they reached governmental office.

Where pre-1914 German Social Democracy was kept out of government through a tiered
(effectively rigged) voting system, from 1947-91 Cold War pressures were crucial to
preventing the PCI entering office and thus preserving its aura of unfulfilled radical
promise. In this sense the Party retained an indelible link to the USSR right up till 1991,
with the West-East binary defining its fate even long after Berlinguer’s explicit disavowal of
Moscow’s leadership.

Taking a historical perspective on the rise and impasse of the PCI’s ‘Italian road to
socialism’ | will thus also argue against the view that the PCl is best understood as the
Italian version of social democracy. Rather, | will portray it as a party that effectively
‘displaced’ social democracy, while remaining an idiosyncratic distance from that tradition
due to its continuing connection to the Soviet Union.

Benjamin Burbaumer

“We are worth better than this” — youth protests against the labour law in France



The struggle against the “loi travail” (labour law) in France has been triggered by what is
called the youth movement in February 2016. Traditionally, youth protests are led by the
strongly institutionalized and tightly organised students' union UNEF and its satellites - all
of them are more or less directly linked to the French Socialist Party. In the past, this has
been both the condition for mass youth involvement in demonstrations and strikes, but
also a major obstacle that kept young people from going beyond certain political limits.
However, this time these organisations couldn't get hold of the protests and new
conceptions of activism spread, which ultimately contributed to set the stage for the
development of a radical fraction at each demonstration, willing to physically attack the
police and banks. The great majority of young people involved in the struggle
systematically join it during demonstrations. Yet, the appearance of this radical fraction
brought along new contradictions regarding the established far-left and union strategies.
This paper aims at discussing the dynamics of the emergence and the role of this radical
fraction within the struggle against the labour law. Thus, it questions the issues of
organisation and spontaneity, which have especially been updated by the Invisible
Committee.

Benjamin Blirbaumer

Structuring monopoly power through the back door of free trade negotiations: TTIP and
international standardisation

This paper aims at discussing the contradictory unity between monopoly and competition,
which is currently illustrated by the challenges of free-trade negotiations. As such, | put
forward the hypothesis that the crucial issue of the TTIP negotiations — and more generally
of actual trade negotiations between industrialised countries — isn't primarily the
liberalisation of trade through the elimination of tariffs but the ability to set the rules
(standards) of global competition under the growing concern for maximising shareholder
value. In order to underscore this point, I'll draw on data regarding future trade
perspectives expected by industrialised countries and to a lesser extent by international
organisations, and relate them to the crisis of capitalism since 2008, and the resulting
slowdown of international trade. In this context, the analysis of global value chains helps
us to understand why the oligopolistic power of lead firms is likely to be fostered through
supposedly free-trade regulations and standards. As economic activity is ultimately
grounded in space (Harvey, 2014: 79) this tendency has a concrete impact on the spatial
limits of capital. Consequently, my papers puts emphasis on how, despite the annihilation
of space by time, privileged positions on a local scale and hierarchical arrangements are
preserved in favour of certain firms. In Capital Volume Il Marx states that ,so long as
things go well, competition effects an operating fraternity of the capitalist class. But as
soon as it no longer is a question of sharing profits, [...] everyone tries to reduce his own
share to a minimum and to shove it off upon another.“ Thus, in a situation of slowing
international trade, this paper outlines on the one hand the relation between the
(industrialised) state and the economy and gives on the other hand some indications
regarding the tensions of inter-capitalist competition. Based on these contradictions, I'll
develop some possible strategic axes for the struggle against free-trade treaties.

Raul Burgos

The role of Gramscian thought in the renewal of the theoretical and political partimony of
the Latin American lefft.



The article proposed starts from a brief discussion of certain limits experienced by
Marxism in Latin America, in terms of theoretical and political influence; pointing out some
internal reasons inside the Marxist theoretical field. Then, highlights the complexity of what
is called "Latin American Marxism" which, on the one hand, should be able to be
understood in its radical plurality of views and, on the other hand, it should be understood
involving the production of a number of authors who have developed their thoughts outside
(in territorially sense) of Latin America, such as Ernesto Laclau, Stuart Hall and Michel
Lowy.

Following, are highlighted a number of essential issues on which to focus the Marxist
debate, based on a radical tolerance among different interpretations: on the one hand,
theoretical issues central to the tradition such as the question of "Marxist determinism?”; the
question of the "revolution" in obligatory relationship, in our times, with the concept of
"hegemony "; the consequent question of the "subject of the revolutionary transformation”;
the question of contemporary meaning of "socialism"; the issue of "state" etc.

On the other hand, new issues brought about by the political practice in Latin American
territory, such as the issue of "indigenous emancipation”; the "environmental question" and
its relation to the previous topic like "el buen vivir"; the issue of "solidarity economy", the
question of the "emancipation of women" in the Latin American conditions, the question of
the "emancipation of black people"; the criticism of the "war against drugs" and the anti-
prohibitionist struggle; the "full recovery of the idea of democracy" to the socialist tradition,
etc. The article concludes by showing how the dissemination of ideas of Antonio Gramsci
established an adequate field for the theoretical exchange in turn of a solution for the
mentioned theoretical and political problems and for the political articulation looking for the
production of a new and original Latin American Marxism.

Alex Calheiros
The Cinema of Brasilia: an amputated society

Combining science fiction with social criticism, Adirley Queirés White out, black in (2014) ,
produces a film that transcends the traditional boundaries that define Brazilian cinema,
that is, social documentary or realism in their various forms. The characters re-signify their
status as social subjects , physically and socially mutilated in violent resistance against the
domination of symbols present in the political capital of the country., With regard to both
gender and language, the director’s films dare to deconstruct a certain standard model of
American cinema, offering in its place a vision of cinema as critical tool. Taking advantage
of some form of impossibility marked by the underdeveloped condition of the national
cinema, he creates both a commercial film production and a fable of our social experience.

Gaston Caligaris

The Global Accumulation of Capital and the Classic International Division of Labour:
Ground-Rent and ‘Resource Rich’ Countries

The paper provides fresh insight into the ‘old’ international division of labour and especially
into the countries whose longstanding historical role has been to produce ground- rent-
bearing, primary commaodities. Building upon the notion of capital accumulation as being
global in content and national in form, the paper challenges the dominant perspective that
explains the specific characteristics of those countries as the result of domestic politics,
foreign influence and domination, or unequal exchange. The paper instead advances an



original approach based on the recognition that ground- rent is essentially constituted by
the surplus- value resulting from the valorisation of industrial capitals abroad and which
flows into the countries supplying the raw materials. Empirical evidence from the case of
Argentina will be used to illustrate the core argument.

Al Campbell
The Nature of Today’s Ongoing Capitalist Crisis

It is broadly perceived (correctly or not), both by mouthpieces of capital and working
people around the world, that capitalism today is doing unacceptably less well that it was
doing under neoliberalism up to 2007, and than it was doing in postwar capitalism prior to
neoliberalism. This panel will consider this politically crucial issue of today’s ongoing “crisis
of capitalism.” Contributions will look to empirical evidence to presents theoretical
explanations of the nature of the current ongoing crisis. The panel will consist of the
following three contributions: The Nature of Today’s Ongoing Capitalist Crisis. Al Campbell
and Erdogan Bakir Recessions, depressions and recoveries: theory and evidence. Michael
Roberts Surplus Money Capital as Crisis Mechanism. Jim Kincaid What the authors
consider a particularly valuable aspect to this panel is that the participants will start a
process of interchanging thoughts and comments on each other’s works 4 months before
the panel, allowing a much deeper investigation of the ideas involved than from the usual
(also valuable) “first confrontation” occurring in the panel itself.

Samuel Carlshamre

Beyond the dichotomy of “Authenticity” and “Backwardness”: Mahdi Amil on temporality
and heritage

This paper focuses on the conception of time and history and heritage developed by
Lebanese Marxist Mahdi Amil in the 1970s, in relationship to problems of traditionalism
and nationalism.

In the period after the 1967 defeat of the Arab states against Israel, the Arab Marxist
movement was forced to conduct a theoretical struggle on two fronts: on the one hand
against the pan-arabist regimes, claiming to embody modernist, nationalist forces and
deriving their legitimacy from the concept of “progress” (tagaddum); on the other hand, the
struggle intensified against the rising reactionary and radically conservative regimes and
movements which derived their legitimacy from the concept of “authenticity” (asala).

In his 1975 “Azmat al-Hadara al-Arabiyya am Azmat al-Burjuwiziyat al-Arabiyya?” (“A
Crisis for the Arab Civilization or a Crisis for the Arab Bourgeoisies?”) — a book-length
commentary on the central contributions to the seminal 1974 Kuwait Conference on the
question of cultural heritage — Mahdi Amil attempted to express a local Marxist answer to
this challenge. Amil develops his argument based on a critique of what he terms the
“Hegelian” logic, i.e. the privileging of the necessary unfolding of the internal principles
driving self-subsistent historical entities, as well as the “Salafist” logic, based on direct
referencing and presencing of canonical religious texts. As an alternative Amil, inspired by
Althusser amongst others, proposes a conception of time and history which gives concepts
such as rupture and conflictuality center stage, aiming to undermine salafist and nationalist
claims to privileged access to their sources of authenticity: the authentic tradition and the
unified national body, respectively.



To replace these metaphysical theoretical entities, Amil puts forth a series of suggestions
for a radical understanding of the ways in which the Arab world, as a region characterized
by what he dubs “The Colonial Mode of Production”, relates to its own past and present. It
is necessary, he claims, to reject the idea of “underdevelopment” or “backwardness” -
takhalluf - and instead understand how all aspects of thought and social structure form a
unified, present whole, defined by global capitalism as well as local and regional class-
dynamics. National liberation and the retrieval of the cultural heritage must be be central
concerns of the Marxist movement, but they can in themselves only be achieved through a
radical break with the existing mode of production, a break which will then be both political
and epistemological.

During the course of this theorizing, Amil thus unfolds a foundational critique of the
dichotomy which arguably still today dominates the understanding of the Middle East: that
between the pseudo-developmentalism of nationalist military regimes and their supporters,
and the neo-traditionalism of fundamentalist religious regimes and movements. At a time
of deep political crisism when these two alternative once more step forth as the only
possible futures for the region, Amil's attempts to reach a revolutionary understanding of
the problems and potentials of heritage, culture and struggle in the Arab world is doubtless
more relevant than ever.

Thoms Carmichael
Reading Capital at Fifty: Aleatory Materialism at Forty-Five.

In the recent critical celebrations of Reading Capital that have marked the half-century
since its publication, the notion that our readings of high Althusserianism are also and
always readings of the pre-history of aleatory materialism has largely been overlooked.
Though Frangois Matheron long ago noted that the phrase ‘aleatory materialism’ appears
just once in ‘The Underground Current of the Materialism of the Encounter,’ Etienne
Balibar has astutely observed the close coincidence between Althusser’s use of the
phrases ‘aleatory materialism’ and ‘materialism of the encountrer,” and similar turns of
phrase in Derrida’s 1979 essay, ‘The Law of Genre’. Similarly, as G.M. Goshgarian and
Francois Matheron and Yoshikado Ichida have pointed out, Althusser’s brief unpublished
notes from 1966 on the theory of the conjuncture mention the theory of the encounter,
Epicurus, the clinamen, genesis, and that some of these same terms reappear in his notes
from the same period on Pierre Macherey’s For a Theory of Literary Production, where we
also find phrases in Althusser’s that anticipate the dance of necessity and contingency in
aleatory materialism: ‘free necessity’ and the ‘encounter of necessities’ [Translation mine],
all suggestive of the ways in which Althusser’s final position in

philosophy was long prepared.

My own discussion takes as its point of departure an unposted and undated letter to
Franca Madonia not included in the published collection of their correspondence, but
thought to have been written in the early 1970s when Althusser was working on his course
on Machiavelli, and contained in a dossier of notes on Machievelli. In the letter, Althusser
observes that a researcher, a specialist, has told him that it has been recently discovered
that Machiavelli copied by hand all of Lucretius’s The Nature of Things, an interest that
would appear to confirm his own musings, or as he puts it, ‘l don’t know when | turned
around in my head some Epicurean ideas in order to understand other Machiavellian
ideas. He then describes his plans to consider Machiavelli in the context of the encounter,
in terms which strikingly anticipate the rhetoric of ‘The Underground Current’: ‘In order to
think the variable effect of the encounter | propose the concept of the ‘taking-hold’ (in the



sense in which one says that the ice-cream ‘takes’, the mayonnaise ‘takes,’ the jelly
‘takes,’ the graft ‘takes’ etc.)[Translation Mine]. One must, he says, think of the ‘beginning’
and not of the ‘result,’ of a world crisscrossed by elements that never encounter each
other, or of encounters that are brief and precarious, and we can think of the ‘taking-hold’
only on condition that we think at the same time the ‘not taking-hold’: ‘This is the only
condition under which we can think in terms of the beginning; if not we fall into thinking in
terms of origins’[Translation Mine]

This letter is in many ways a full-blown anticipation of the position he will set out a decade
later in “The Underground Current,’ but the letter also raises a number of other questions
that persistently haunt Althusser’s late formulations. Althusser was fond of quoting
Mallarmé’s line, “A throw of the dice will never abolish chance,” and while the arbitrary and
the random are central to the anti-foundationalist and anti-teleological theses of the
materialism of the encounter, Althusser’s aleatory materialism is, | argue, governed by a
specific logic of contingency and the encounter. Althusser warns repeatedly against
thinking of the conjuncture other than in terms of tendential laws, visible only after the fact,
after the taking hold, but my consideration of the pre-history of ‘The Underground Current
of the Materialism attempts to demonstrate that there is in the genealogy of aleatory
materialism something of a logic of taking hold, and that logic is central to Althusser’s late
work.

Rebecca Carson
Fictitious Capital, Personal Power and Social Reproduction

This paper examines social reproduction within the contemporary division of labour
through a reading of Marx’s use of the term ‘fictitious capital.” Due to the neoliberal
process of financialization, credit money has come to inform the economy and thus social
life in new ways with an intensification of the function of the credit system or ‘fictitious
capital.” This intensification has changed the quality of how capital generates profit through
exploitation and subjection of members of capitalist society. An intensification of industrial
factory work and thus the proliferation labour-time functioning as a measure of value has
taken place in countries that had been so far on the so-called periphery of globalized
production, where due to the decreased bargaining power of labour-power wages are low.
While in countries where capitalism is centrally constructed and reconstructed, industry
has greatly depleted and has been replaced largely with unemployment, low paying
service industry jobs and increased creation of value through the M-M relation of ‘fictitious
capital.” Following Trenkle, with the dominance of fictitious capital’ the commodity has
become a variable form while *fictitious capital’ functions as capital’s elementary form. This
creates the conditions for the emergence of exploitation of reproductive aspects of social
life outside of the confines of directly capitalist relations. That is, with ‘fictitious capital’ the
presence of social pressures of personal power rather than impersonal power generally
associated with power structures within capitalist societies, comes to the fore. Here we find
power functioning from the point of view of outside of the production process re-emerges
within the capitalist process itself under new structural relations. This is nothing new to
those on the periphery from those subjected to unpaid reproductive labour to colonized
peoples, as Shulamith Firestone rightly predicted with increasing technologization of the
mode of production, “cybernation may aggravate the frustration that women already feel in
their roles.” This paper will show how with the dominance of ‘fictitious capital’ social
reproduction relies on an intensification of personal power.

Indigo Carson



Transborder Capital Flows and Imperialist Nationalisms in Serbia, 1860-1914: Finance,
State Formation, and the Geopolitics of Irredentism

The origins of nationalism are necessarily transnational, emerging through interactions
with, exclusions of, and comparisons with the other. Less often studied is how the
internationalisation of capitalism materially influences the evolution of nationalism by
transforming the strategies of reproduction available to elites both within and outside the
state. This essay examines how international finance and the burgeoning arms trade
became implicated in the articulation of Serbian nationalism in the decades leading up to
the First World War. In illustrating how the reproduction and expansion of the Serbian
state, and particularly its military establishment, came increasingly to be imbricated in
transnational flows of credit and armaments, it complicates historical narratives that have
prioritised the cultural and intellectual underpinnings of Serbian irredentism in the period
before 1914 and after. Rather, as the nationalist mythology of ‘Greater Serbia’ became a
device to unite and legitimate the dynastic-military axis of the state, this mythos compelled
the state into greater reliance on external resources for its material reproduction and the
realisation of the nationalist project, ultimately leading to the expansionism and domestic
state crises that contributed to the outbreak of a general European war. By exploring the
intersection between the material and ideological bases of state formation and
reproduction in direct relation to the historic and transnational forces of capitalism, this
research contributes to a theorisation of how the articulation of states and nationalisms in
regional and global peripheries are moulded by globalisation.

Conall Cash
Marxism and the Holocaust in Cultural Memory and Critical Theory

This paper will consider the prominence of the Nazi Holocaust as an historical
reference, in both mainstream culture and theoretical writings about modernity, in
recent decades. Considering in particular the writings of Giorgio Agamben and
Zygmunt Bauman, and the films and texts of Claude Lanzmann, | will argue that the
Holocaust as a cultural object often serves the function of supporting a conception of
‘history as nightmare,” which subtends what theorists such as Frangois Hartog and
Fredric Jameson have called the ‘presentism’ or ‘waning of history’ in the cultural
imaginary of ‘postmodern’ or neoliberal societies. | will then briefly consider these
writings in relation to notable philosophical considerations of the immediate post-
war period, by Merleau-Ponty and Sartre, before turning to the larger question: can
Marxism comprehend the Holocaust? Drawing on works of Enzo Traverso, Alex
Callinicos, Ernest Mandel, and Arno Mayer, | will briefly outline the plausibility of a
Marxist understanding of the Holocaust, one which grasps the irrationality at the
core of capitalist rationality, in a manner that draws on elements of the social theory
of Weber as well as that of Marx.

Bela Irina Passos Natario de Castro

The 4th industrial revolution or the rebranding of the crisis of capital?

On January 2016 the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting in Davos-Klosters has
announced that we are entering the Fourth Industrial Revolution. However, while

proclaiming that the new cyber-physical system revolution is based on different factors
from the previous ones, namely in terms of velocity, scope, and systems impact, the world



leaders have recycled old narratives of risk, disaster and threats of world calamities and
securitization to promote new markets and reshape social relations as well as labour. In
fact, today's biggest defenders of basic income are based on Silicon Valley.

How will we manage to feed the growing populations? How will we create jobs for
everyone? How will the world address future epidemics? One thing is sure, new
technologies such as quantum computers, neuro-technological brain enhancements, 3D
printers and genetic editing have the potential to shape not just labour and social relations
but also our own biology and the nature of our-self. The question in here is how and by
who?

In this paper | will deconstruct the arguments advocated in the Davos forum based on the
perspectives of the New Feminist Engagements with Matter, anchoring my critics to the
4th industrial revolution in the concept of secular stagnation. | will also demonstrate that
the fourth industrial revolution is not new and that the idea of a cyber-physics revolutions
has in fact coexisted within emancipatory narratives since the beginning of the millennium,
mostly through the metaphor of the cyborg. The New Materialist Feminism, in this sense,
act as my prime framework for the analyses of the emerging narratives of the new
industrial revolution. | also believe that the new feminism materialism redeems the lucidity
of Marx’s analysis of constant capital and variable capital without demonizing technology
and allowing us to explore the emancipatory potentials on the technological development
of third generations technologies.

Bela Irina Passos Natario de Castro, Sergio Martin Arguello

Putting capitalism in court: Between environmental justice and the construction of another
law

The lessons learned in the 50 years of the existence of ethical-popular courts relates to
how the neo-liberal constitutionalism has invaded the formal institutions of justice, either at
the national or at international level. If on one hand we are witnessing through the ethical
courts, the emergence of a new non-neoliberal constitutionality, promoter of the
fundamental rights and of peoples, we also observed paradoxically the degeneration of
national and international justice in terms of its breach of fundamental rights of the people,
and the growing governance inability that prevents the construction of new ethical-national
projects.

Relying on the concept of Kidnapped States these courts, which include the Permanent
Court of Peoples, the Latin American Water Tribunal and the newly announced Monsanto
Tribunal, are seeking to sentence the modern notion of State for diverting oneself power in
fundamental rights matter, and for continuously privilege private corporate interests. At
issue is the degeneration of justice with regard to economic, social, cultural and
environmental, and the imposition of a neoliberal legal rationality, promoter of loopholes
whose sole purpose is to protect the interests of national and international bourgeoisies.

In this paper, we propose an analysis of the Monsanto Tribunal, an international popular
initiative launched in December 2015 and held in October 2016 in The Hague,
Netherlands, which aims to assess the charges against the transnational company
Monsanto. As in other similar cases, the company is currently accused of multiple
violations of fundamental and peoples rights, which according to whom sustains it, include
systematic unethical business practices, strategic concealment of relevant information for
policy making, funding fraudulent scientific studies, press manipulation and threats to



independent scientists and journalists.

Monsanto Tribunal, as other international ethical-popular courts, is configuring as an
alternative form of justice, whose legitimacy comes from the collective character of the
moral of its resolutions.

Juan Sebastian Carbonell

What is to be done with Engels ? On the uses of The Origin of the Family in french marxist
anthropology

The Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the State by Friedrich Engels is among
marxism’s most read theoretical work. However, following French anthropologist Alain
Testart, we can say it has had a particularly harmful effect on the posterity of marxist
thought, not by Engels’ fault, he says, but by those that followed him. Being as read as it is
misunderstood, marxist intellectual tradition has either accepted it as politically true, or
rejected it as scientifically outdated, mainly due to the provisional nature of its conclusions.
The destalinization process in the sixties produced a wide range of new researches that, in
contrast with Engels’ secondary source material, were based on new ethnographical data
coming mainly from African colonial societies. It was through the light shed by these
results that a whole generation of marxists anthropologists discussed the validity of
Engels’ work.

We will discuss in this paper some of the uses of Engels’ thesis developed in The Origin of
The Family in the french marxist anthropology of the 1970’s. We will see, on one hand,
how marxist anthropology positioned itself regarding Engels by positioning itself relative to
L. H. Morgan’s methodology. It will particularly be the case regarding the scientific
pertinence of social evolutionism, which will crystallize many of the oppositions in the
anthropological renewal of marxism. On the other hand, we will try to understand what
were the logics of scientific oppositions in the discussion around categories, such as mode
of production, used to describe the dynamics of primitive societies and their relation to
capitalism.

Oyku Safak Cubukcu
Agricultural Restructuring in Post-1980 Turkey and Persistent Primitive Accumulation

This paper revolves around the question of how the crises of capitalism contribute to the
reproduction of the capital-relation, by focusing on the case of contemporary rural Turkey.
Turkish agriculture went through a restructuring process, as part of the broader political
and economic restructuring at the country level in post-1980 period. Implementation of
neoliberal policies as a prescribed solution to the crisis of late 1970s found its reflections in
the agricultural sector through the redefinition of role of the state. This provided a good
opportunity —for capitalism- to enclose the commons from forage lands to water, to divorce
the peasantry from their means of subsistence and force them to enter into wage relations
already established elsewhere or to establish that relation in the rural areas. In the attempt
to make sense of this process, the conceptualisation of primitive accumulation by Marx is
used. This allows us not only to grasp the restructuring process in Turkey in a more
comprehensive way through relating it to capitalist development, but also to underline the
fact that it is capitalism per se, rather than a neoliberal form of it, that entails the process of
separation of the masses from their means of existence. In this sense, following Bonefeld,
it is argued that this very process is not a consequence of crises of capitalism, despite the



fact that crises contribute to it; it is the constitutive basis of the capital-relation. The
agricultural transformation in Turkey exemplifies its persistence and underlines once again
that the capital exists only through limiting human livelihood.

Giorgio Cesarale
Rousseau and Marx: An Evaluation of Della Volpe's Interpretation

As is well-known, Rousseau's heritage has been always strongly contested. Certainly, he
much influenced the development of the bourgeois democratic tradition, especially in the
19th century. On the other hand, both liberalism and socialism have often criticized some
key aspects of his conceptual and political lesson, although for different reasons. Putting
liberalism aside, | would like to focus on the relation between Rousseau and Marxism, and,
within the latter, on Della Volpe's reading of Rousseau. This reading is meaningful
because it is inscribed within his attempt to reinterpret Marxism as “positive science”.
Indeed, Della Volpe's removal of any trace of “Idealism” from Marxism, along with the
transformation of the latter into a moral science, brought with it a progressively more
positive reading of the contributes offered by Rousseau to the birth of socialism. It is also
very interesting to note the complex trajectory of Della Volpe's interpretation: he moved
from a view, expressed at the beginning of the '40, according to which Rousseau would
have been a pure representative of the bourgeoisie, to a view, expressed in particular in
the book Rousseau and Marx (1957), according to which Rousseau's theory would be
ambivalent. On the one hand it would still be linked to the bourgeois doctrine of natural
law; on the other it would already contain some “socialist” elements, that Marxism should
aim to exploit. In this conceptual context, | would pay particular attention to Della Volpe's
claim that Rousseau would have anticipated in his Discourse on Inequality the “normative”
principle of communism, namely “from each according to his ability, to each according to
his needs”.

Paromita Chakrabarti
The Indian State, Marxism and the Politics of Identity

Indian communist parties have largely failed adequately to negotiate the relationship
between various forms of oppression and the struggle against the capitalist system. The
complex relationship between the identity politics emerging from resistance against
various forms of oppression and the Marxist contention that class is the central organising
principle around which oppression and exploitation can be addressed has not been
grasped. Movements against oppression have sometimes been dismissed because social
movements addressing oppression of women, dark-skinned people, as well as sexual,
caste and religious minorities have been seen as an alternative to class-based struggles.
While some movements have maintained the belief that only those who experienced
particular forms of oppression had the ability to define and resist it, there have been
moments where Marxists have embraced identity politics critically, and the limitations of
identity politics have been transcended.

This paper examines the ways in which the Indian state has used identity politics to divide
people in order to maintain and perpetuate capitalism. The three pillars of identity that
constitute divisive politics are religion, caste and gender. The three case studies that the
paper will analyse are the politics of the beef ban in BJP-ruled states, the suicide of the
dalit scholar Rohith Vemula at Hyderabad University and feminist activist Trupti Desai’s
campaign to enter temples which are forbidden to women and to people of lower castes.



This analysis will be undertaken against the backdrop of the students protest movement at
JNU against rising authoritarianism, gagging of academic opinion and caste-based
discrimination, and the subsequent arrests that have taken place. All the three cases point
to the ways in which the intersectionality of religion, caste and gender complicate the
Indian state’s attempts to divide civil society along narrow identity lines. There are cases in
which new alliances and coalitions that at once embrace and transcend identity politics
have been formed, and these suggest ways in which distinct identities can retain their
specificity while being incorporated into a movement for universal liberation.

Greig Charnock
The New International Division of Labour and the Critique of Political Economy Today

The introductory paper will explain the principal intellectual motivations for revisiting the
new international labour (NIDL) thesis. It will provide a brief account of the ‘biography’ of
the concept of the international division of labour in classical political economy, and of the
roots of the NIDL in the seminal work by Frobel et al in the 1970s. It will chart the rise and
subsequent banalisation of the concept within international political economy and related
literatures. It will then summarise the main contribution made by the Centre for Research
as Practical Criticism (CICP), and in particular the work of the Argentine scholar Juan Ifiigo
Carrera, in developing a timely, critical rehabilitation of the NIDL thesis from a Marxian
point of departure. In so doing, it lays the groundwork for the series of more focused
contributions that follow.

Vassilis Charitsis, Alan Bradshaw
Selling your (digital) self

Contemporary information capitalism is premised on the appropriation and exploitation of
users’ data. To draw attention to this phenomenon, Jennifer Lyn Morone, a London based
artist, decided to act in a manner of “extreme capitalism” as she became a human
corporation that markets and sells her own data. But what may have seemed as extreme
capitalism just a couple of years ago, is actually slowly becoming the norm as a number of
platforms are emerging that not only promise to provide monetary compensation for users
who agree to sell their data but promote the marketization of the digital self as an act of
corporate resistance and user empowerment.

Focusing on this development, we provide a critical analysis of these emerging personal
data markets. We maintain that instead of contesting it, these platforms embrace the
prevailing neoliberal ethos that not only attests that all human activities should be
subsumed by the market (Brown, 2015) but even more that user empowerment can only
be achieved if they operate as enterprises, as entrepreneurs of themselves (Dardot and
Laval, 2014). Revisiting discussions on Dallas Smythe’s notion of the audience commodity
(1977) as well as discussions about how the expanding reach of platforms render our
engagement into forms of evermore exploitative immaterial labour, we seek to engage with
Dyer-Witheford’s (1999) concept of the cyber proletariat alongside Dean’s (2009) concept
of communicative capitalism. In particular, in contrast to optimistic analyses of user
platforms acting as harbingers for postcapitalism (Mason, 2015), we instead argue that our
contribution to the world of big data increasingly takes on the form of exploitation,
precarity, immaterial labour and dispossession all presented in discourses of consumer
empowerment.



Kate Cherry

Marxism, Sexuality and Political Economy. Gender and The Transition Debate 1400-1600:
Historicising Practices of Resistance and Persecution

Gender and The Transition Debate 1400-1600: Historicising Practices of Resistance and
Persecution. The proposed area of research for the paper is gender relations’ during the
transition to capitalism. Specifically, the paper will examine the concept of social property
relations and how socio-political conflict during the transition affected the construction of
gender relations. Despite many critiques, Political Marxism represent a method for
historicizing the transition to capitalism that attempts to avoid orthodox structuralism that
‘scientific’ Marxist methodology is often accused of. PM constitutes a contemporary
methodology that aims to historicize agency without reliance upon grand narratives and
functionalism. But whilst this method of historicizing is curious as to the specificity of
agential outcomes of social struggle, it has paid little attention to the role of gender in the
transition. The aim of the paper is to trace the ways in which practices of resistance and
persecution during the transition gendered capitalist social property relations in Britain and
France. To do this the research will look specifically at a comparative case study between
France and Britain during the transition in order to scrutinize the divergences and
connections in forms of inheritance rights and the impact this had on patriarchal social
property relations.

Mark Cohen
The Disarmament of the Gentry: Pre-History to Japanese Capitalism

The nature of political and economic relations in Japan during the Tokugawa era (1600-
1867) has been the subject of extensive debate among scholars, especially Marxists.
While most accounts agree that a Japanese transition to capitalism occurred only after the
Meiji Restoration of 1868, a few scholars have argued that there were beginnings of
capitalist development as early as the eighteenth century. This paper argues that these
latter accounts are incorrect, but they do bring to light important developments during the
Tokugawa era that provided the groundwork for a transition to capitalism to occur once the
feudal political order was overthrown. Specifically, the middle of the Tokugawa era saw the
consolidation of a class of rural elites who typically combined landlordism with money
lending and commercial ventures. These were not feudal landlords, because they were
excluded from the personal possession and exercise of political power within the
institutions of the Tokugawa-era order. However, neither did they possess the distinctively
economic power of capitalists, due above all to the continued strength of peasant
communal regulation of rural land and labor. Employing the theoretical concept of the
“separation of the economic and the political” within capitalism, this paper argues that
contingent features of the consolidation of the Tokugawa-era political order resulted in
what could be called a “halfway” separation. A substantial stratum of rural power holders,
who could accurately be labeled ‘gentry’, lost much of their capacity to directly wield extra-
economic coercion, but the feudal state did not develop so as to defend their strictly
economic claims to property. The result was that rural Japan was ripe for the development
of capitalism once the new regime established by the Restoration put in place political
institutions to enforce landlords’ economic power.

Alex Colas, Liam Campling

Capitalism and the Maritime Frontier



The frontier as a geographical zone has historically been associated to the raiding
practices of tributary modes of production or, more recently, to the outer confines of a
settler-colonial capitalism. In Fredrick Jackson Turner's classic rendition, the westward
land expansion of the American frontier shaped a particularly individualistic, dynamic and
egalitarian form of democracy and, by extension, capitalism. We shift in this paper the
location of the frontier to the sea, and backdate its modern influence to the long sixteenth-
century, suggesting that the the maritime frontier has conditioned the dynamics of
capitalism in very specific ways. By considering the seaborne dialectic of freedom and
enslavement, innovation and tradition, social transformation and biophysical cycles, we
seek to draw out some of the distinctive characteristics of the maritime frontier as it has
affected exploitation, accumulation and regulation of capital and labour at sea.

Matthew Cole
Limited Value: Hospitality work and production in the UK

This paper will explore the precise way that value theory might conceptually link the
fragmented experience of contemporary ‘service’ workers with the recent history of so-
called ‘deindustrialization.” More specifically, it will use the recent growth of the UK
hospitality industry as a case study through which to discuss the production and circulation
of value. As household incomes increased in advanced economies, certain types of
domestic and reproductive labour processes were externalized in the drive to expand the
circuit of industrial capital. There is an ongoing debate whether these labour processes
were formally and really subsumed as productive components of the circuit of industrial
capital, or if they persist as unproductive. There is also a rich history of Marxist feminist
debate on the relation of domestic and reproductive labour to productive capital. However,
these debates are not often put in conversation with contemporary empirical research on
the labour process and employment relations. This paper claims that the question of value-
productivity in the labour process is impossible to answer without empirical examples.

The UK hospitality industry is the fourth largest by employment and is arguably more
economically and socially significant than manufacturing or extractive industries, especially
in the UK. It is also one of the most poorly paid and least unionized sectors, with wage
theft and abuse as the rule rather than the exception. There is little critical research
attempting to grapple with the historical and conceptual issues that the growth of this
sector poses for traditional Marxian approaches. However, standard industrial
classifications and national accounts do more to obscure than secure answers. Thus,
drawing on my fieldwork in London Hotels, the paper will address debates about the
production and reproduction of value through concrete examples from the hospitality
industry at both the micro and macro levels.

Simon Constantine
Social Abstraction and the Commodity Form in the Writings of Allan Sekula

From the 1970s until his death in 2013, the artist and critic Allan Sekula produced a series
of influential essays on documentary photography, photographic humanism and the
structures of photographic meaning. This paper will explore a lesser-known aspect of this
body of literature: its interest in the commodity form and the concept of social abstraction;
two themes which have become increasingly important to debates on contemporary art.
Sekula’s views upon these topics received their first major articulation in his 1981 essay



‘The Traffic in Photographs’. Here, he sought to connect phenomena as diverse as
formalist photography theory, symbolist photography and the belief that photography
possesses a ‘universal language’ to ‘the exchange abstraction which haunts the culture of
capitalism’. However, notions of social abstraction would become a persistent point of
reference in his later essays, including ‘On Fish Story: The Coffin Learns to Dance’ (1997)
and ‘Between the Net and the Deep Blue Sea’ (2002). It will be my claim that, when
viewed through this lens, these writings have two main objectives: first, to derive various
aspects of photographic practice from the commodity form. And secondly, to criticize art
historical attempts to submit photographic practices to modes of equivalence. By analyzing
these two lines of enquiry, | want to explore Sekula’s debt to figures such as Marx,
Braverman and Sohn-Rethel. In doing so, | will also attempt to draw out the
methodological implications of his arguments for art history. How might reflections upon
the commodity form contribute to the history of photography? What risks emerge from
Sekula’s understanding and application of this theme? To what extent do his ideas allow
us to respond to the traditional criticisms of Marxist art history?

Luke Cooper
The Anglo-Mysorean Wars, the Global Transformation and the Long Nineteenth Century

Luke Cooper will reflect on what the Kingdom of Mysore's battles with the British Empire
should tell us about the nature of the 'long nineteenth century'. Engaging recent debates in
Historical Sociology on the global transformation seen in this period, he argues Mysore's
initial victories of the British problematise eurocentric claims regarding the 'rise of the
West'.

Luisa Lorenza Corna
Architecture and Realism

The history of architecture lacks a self-conscious realist movement equivalent to the one
which emerged in the fields of art and literature in 19th century France. However, there
have been several attempts to establish a realistic architectural aesthetic. These include,
Socialist Realism in the 1930s Soviet Union, New Objectivity in 1950s Germany, ltalian
post-war Neo-Realism and 1980s Swiss-Italian La Tendenza, to name only the most
obvious. This paper will examine the diverging interpretations of the term 'realism' devised
by the above-mentioned 'movements'. In doing so, it will argue that the confusion
surrounding the definition of realist architecture is connected to the non-representational
nature of the discipline, before considering whether artistic and literary theories of realism
can be applied to the field. In the second part of the paper we will consider a section of
Lukacs' Aesthetics; to date, one of the few attempts to devise a theory of architectural
realism from a philosophical perspective. We will carefully examine how Lukacs seeks to
solve the apparent incompatibility between realism and architecture, shedding light on the
pitfalls and the strengths of his argument.

Sophie Coudray
Theatre as Political Method: Reflections on the Theatre of the Oppressed
This paper aims to clarify the original Marxist project of Augusto Boal's Theatre of the

Oppressed, which could be defined as a poetics of the transfer of theatre’s means of
production to the people. The Theatre of the Oppressed is a set of dramatic techniques



whose purpose is to bring to light systemic exploitation and oppression within common
situations and to allow spectators to become actors. Comprising historical, theoretical and
aesthetic dimensions, the issue here is to understand the core of this political theatre by
exposing its historical roots in the progressivist Brazil of the 1950s up until the military
coup of 1964. Influenced by Marxism, Boal's project arose from agit-prop and popular
theatre, joining radical pedagogy with an innovative aesthetic in order to break with the
institutional bourgeois theatre and to perform for the people by creating plays that “adopt
the viewpoint of the people in respect to the analysis of social phenomena”. Boal
developed a poetics of the oppressed as a method and a praxis. As an activist theatre, the
Theatre of the Oppressed presented itself as a “rehearsal of revolution”; it encouraged the
development of class-consciousness amongst the people, and theatrically elaborated
collective strategies with a view to implementing in real life, in concrete political struggles,
what was first attempted within the safety of a dramatic fiction. Similar to Brechtian
Lehrstucke and intended for non-artists, this practice has clear links with Marx and Engels’
dictum that “[t]he exclusive concentration of artistic talent in particular individuals, and its
suppression in the broad mass which is bound up with this, is a consequence of division of
labour.” However, Boal's exile in Europe induced profound changes in the Theatre of the
Oppressed. The French Socialist Party's urban policy and its promotion of liberal
democracy in the 1980s led the first professional group of practitioners to evolve from a
radical activism connected to trade unions, feminists and the radical left, to agents of
liberal democracy, promoting a “théatre citoyen”. Moreover, Boal's legislative theatre —
elaborated while he was a Brazilian Workers’ Party MP — appears as a reconciliation with
institutional politics. Ultimately, it seems that the political and ideological context for the
development of this theatrical practice in western Europe entailed its evolution from a
radical and marxist activist theatre to a humanistic and civic one.

Oyku Safak Cubukcu
Agricultural Restructuring in Post-1980 Turkey and Persistent Primitive Accumulation

This paper revolves around the question of how the crises of capitalism contribute to the
reproduction of the capital-relation, by focusing on the case of contemporary rural Turkey.
Turkish agriculture went through a restructuring process, as part of the broader political
and economic restructuring at the country level in post-1980 period. Implementation of
neoliberal policies as a prescribed solution to the crisis of late 1970s found its reflections in
the agricultural sector through the redefinition of role of the state. This provided a good
opportunity —for capitalism- to enclose the commons from forage lands to water, to divorce
the peasantry from their means of subsistence and force them to enter into wage relations
already established elsewhere or to establish that relation in the rural areas. In the attempt
to make sense of this process, the conceptualisation of primitive accumulation by Marx is
used. This allows us not only to grasp the restructuring process in Turkey in a more
comprehensive way through relating it to capitalist development, but also to underline the
fact that it is capitalism per se, rather than a neoliberal form of it, that entails the process of
separation of the masses from their means of existence. In this sense, following Bonefeld,
it is argued that this very process is not a consequence of crises of capitalism, despite the
fact that crises contribute to it; it is the constitutive basis of the capital-relation. The
agricultural transformation in Turkey exemplifies its persistence and underlines once again
that the capital exists only through limiting human livelihood.

Ayca Cubukcu

The Humanity of Franz Fanon



This talk will examine different facets of what Fanon may have meant, in The Wretched of
the Earth, when he urged his fellow comrades to “make the colonized into human beings.”
Which concept of the human underwrites this humanist demand that Fanon issues, with
what consequences for the task of decolonization?

Alexis Cukier
Can labor law actually limit exploitation? The French case

Should a serious marxist theoretically and practically engage in the defense of the kind of
labour law the french labor movement has begun, in march 2016, to struggle for ? The
question can be formulated by referring to the interpretation and reactualization one should
propose in the contemporary french context to the assertion in the « Inaugural Adress of
the International Working Men’s Association » (1864) according to which « the Ten Hours’
Bill was not only a great practical success; it was the victory of a principle; it was the first
time that in broad daylight the political economy of the middle class succumbed to the
political economy of the working class ». To answer this question, this paper examins the
relevancy of the three main positions marxism has elaborated concerning labor law : by
applying the criticism of the formal rationality of bourgeois legality, asserting they in any
case actually back exploitation ; analyzing how they provisionnaly limit the salary relation
and exploitation ; supporting they constitute the juridical principle of a post-capitalist or
mode of production in which workers would not be exploited any more.

Ths paper first proposes to reconstruct these three general positions (by referring to the
classical analysis of Marx and Engels, Korsch (1922), Pasukanis (1924), Poulantzas
(1965), etc), and then to confront them to recent analysis — notably in the fields of critical
legal sciences and sociology, including non marxist authors (notably Alain Supiot, 1994,
Gérard Lyon-Caen, 1997, Friot, 2012, Claude Didry, 2016) — of the relations between
juridical subordination and economical exploitation in the french Labor Code, and of labor
law and social and public service legislation. Finally, | will try to answer the question by
discussing the relevancy of these three options in the broader context of the neoliberal
project of dismantling labor laws (particularly engineered in Europe by the institutions of
the European Union) on the one hand and the evolutions of economical and salarial
practices of exploitation (examining specifically the case of the « online market place for
work » of the website Amazon Mechanical Turk) on the other hand. In this respect, | will
argue the french labor law but also the main demands of the french trade unions must be
quite radically transformed if the labor movement is seriously to assume labor law can
actually limit exploitation and, a fortiori, eventually favour workers democracy.

Jordy Cummings
Geopolitics of the Avant-Garde: Rethinking the Cultural Cold War

In the late 1940s and early 1950s, two distinct constellations of cultural producers, cultural
critics and intellectuals enlisted, wittingly or unwittingly, in what has become known as the
Cultural Cold War. While the Soviet Union and United States both were entering period of
cultural conformity at home, their international stance led them into competition over who
could lay claim to the international Avant-Garde. On the Soviet side, luminaries included
Georg Lukacs and Pablo Picasso, while Americans counted Jackson Pollock and Dwight
McDonald. The Soviet side included a healthy mix of sincere (and often dissident)
communists as well as ‘fellow travelling’ liberals and a good chunk of continental



intellectual culture, while the Americans counted more than a few Trotskyists and other
“‘non-communist” libertarian socialists like McDonald. Most accounts of the Cultural Cold
War rely on a dichotomy, either castigating the latter for collaborating with the forces that
would go on to with blood and fire, forge American Empire, or the latter for collaborating
with the forces that embarked upon the Moscow purge trials, assassinated Leon Trotsky
and repressed free thought at home.

This paper will attempt to move beyond the moralism of these debates, and examine the
cultural production ‘on both sides’ as reflective of ongoing debates within the Left in
regards to aesthetics and politics, for example, that between Ernst Bloch and the
aforementioned Lukacs. Reframing the debate as to one within the Left itself and drawing
on Boris Groys and Greil Marcus’s respective works on Soviet aesthetics and “Americana’,
questions will be raised as to who was using whom. Were the great powers merely co-
opting art and intellectual culture art for great power politics? On the other hand, were
artists and critics making use of grants and international support to engage in progressive
cultural practice? Does collaboration with a given state render the Avant-Garde toothless,
or did artists maneuver their way through these muddy waters, like DaVinci with the
Vatican? These are not easy questions to answer but a first step must involve moving
beyond condemnation.

Jason Dawsey

Theorizing Capital’s Limits: Anselm Jappe, the Microelectronics Revolution, and the
Critique of Labor

This paper will attempt to relate the understudied work of Anselm Jappe to the broader
Marxian debates about capital’s limits.

Jappe, still best known for his study of the Situationist Guy Debord, has emerged as one of
the leading exponents of Wertkritik (the Critique of Value). As such, he has reflected on
the history and development of the Critique of Value at much greater length and
sophistication than its more familiar practitioners—the late Robert Kurz, Roswitha Scholz,
and Norbert Trenkle. Jappe’s theoretical work, while maintaining a historically self-
reflective perspective, advances and extends the arguments about crisis and capital’s
limits proposed earlier by Kurz, Scholz, Trenkle, and others. My paper offers a critical
analysis of Jappe’s conception of the limitations of capital as a heteronomous societal
form. Crucial to this analysis will be a commentary on the importance accorded to the
revolution in microelectronics in this argument. Looking at his Die Abenteuer der Ware
(The Adventures of the Commodity), as well as several shorter pieces, | look at how
Jappe’s variant of Marxian critique deals with the issue of technology in its depiction of
capital’s limits and the degree to which technological revolution might hold promising,
emancipatory tendencies.

It is my hope that this paper will provoke greater study of the writings of Jappe and his
comrades in Krisis/Exit. In so doing, it also contributes to the further reconstitution of the
Marxian critique of capitalism.

Brecht de Smet

The crisis of capitalism and the impossibility of hegemony in post-Mubarak Egypt

The moment of the 25 January uprising has been rightly framed within a longer process of



political protest and class struggle against the backdrop of ‘neoliberal’ economic reform
since the 1990s. ‘Neoliberal’ policies have been designed to solve the enduring crisis of
capital accumulation in Egypt. The crisis of ‘neoliberalism’ as the logic of the latest phase
of capitalism reflects a crisis of capitalism in general. The revolutionary process in Egypt
has thrown up demands for democratic reform and social justice that cannot be achieved
within the framework of Egyptian dependent, financial capitalism. Elite coalitions striving
for hegemony and vying for the consent of the activated masses are inherently instable as
they stumble over the insolvable contradictions between, firstly, democratizing the state
and repressing popular initiative from below, and, secondly, attracting private capital and
guaranteeing social rights. Class rule becomes dictatorship as the top-down
fragmentation, pacification, and repression of subaltern actors increasingly replaces the
search for their active consent. Yet rather than the triumphant counter-revolution of 2013,
the current return of daily, violent dictatorship signals the weakness of the current historical
bloc, creating possibilities for militant trade unions and political activists to (re)organize
themselves.

Natalia Delgado
Body and Labour Power. A Legal Dissociation.

This paper addresses the question of how modern Labour Law has been structured by a
dissociation between the body of the worker and his/her labour power. This dissociation
was inherited from ancient Roman law and helped Marx to explain capitalist surplus value.

Marx created the category of labour power as commodity, supported by legal fictions: free
workers, labour power as property, seller and purchaser as equals in the eyes of the law.
In the labour theory of value, Marx’s categories of labour and labour power come from the
explanation of the source of surplus value. He defined labour power as those mental and
physical capabilities existing only in the living body, the living personality of a human
being, capabilities which he sets in motion whenever he produces a use-value of any kind.
Labour power is the unique commodity with the unique property of being able to create
value.

These legal fictions remain a legacy of slavery in Antiquity. In ancient Rome, the
productive capacity of slaves could not be named and thought independent of the body
that performed it. However, according to the legal historian Yan Thomas, between the 1st
century A.C. and the 3rd century D.C., Roman juridical operations, when dealing with the
question of the location of the slave’s work, arrived to distinguish the person of the worker
being a slave and the product of his/her work. Thomas’s work gives attention to the market
of slave work via the contract locatio operarum, a contract between a slave owner and a
slave tenant. Roman lawyers broke up the legal concept of property as bare ownership,
use and fruits, to isolate a category of work as a market value separate from the body of
the slave.

Modern labour law continues attached to its slave origins. Alain Supiot argues that the
history of labour law is a progressive discovery of the personal dimension of labour, and
with him the body of workers. He states that human labour finds itself locked in the
binomial: object of law —commodity- / subject of rights —workers-. On the one hand,
abstract labour as a legal fiction erases the body of workers behind the patrimonial
universe of contracts. The person is not the core of the juridical labour relation but, rather,
the wage in the contract, the price of his/her workforce that conceptually absorbs the
person and the body. On the other hand, the law does not hesitate to state that the human



body has a supra-patrimonial nature, that it is not a commodity and is unavailable for
trade. Nevertheless, the body is the place, is the mandatory passage required for the
realization of the contractual obligations of the worker. A physical mastery, a muscular and
mental energy is present in an inseparable manner.

Thus, in times of deregulation of classical labour legislation in favour of a precarious
working life, roman legal fictions and our bodies remain. | argue that Labour Law should
move beyond this dissociation and consider the inseparability of body and labour power. In
contemporary society this is needed more than ever.

Pat Devine
Ecosocialism for a New Era

We may be entering a new era. Multiple interlocking crises are calling into question the
continuing viability of capitalism, re-posing Rosa Luxemburg’s warning: ‘(Eco)-socialism or
barbarism’. The global economy is experiencing major structural change and displaying
signs of relative stagnation. Social cohesion is increasingly undermined as inequality
reaches new levels. Failed states, terrorism and large scale refugee movement are
creating widespread human tragedy and social disruption. Democracy is under threat and
authoritarian tendencies are gaining strength. And perhaps above all, climate change and
declining biodiversity pose unprecedented challenges that capitalism is intrinsically
incapable of meeting. Yet there are encouraging signs of worldwide resistance and
prefigurative action. However, what is largely missing from these movements is a credible
vision of a post-capitalist ecosocialist world and a political strategy for moving towards it.
Drawing on the insights of Karl Marx, Karl Polanyi and Antonio Gramsci, this paper
outlines the institutional architecture and processes on which an ecosocialist society might
be based — social ownership, negotiated coordination and subsidiarity, and suggests a
strategy for transition built around Gramsci's concept of hegemony.

Susan Dianne Brophy

Law as Fetter, Law as Fodder: Toward an Uneven and Combined Development Theory of
Law

As vestiges of previous methods of production carry over and conflict with new productive
means, so too do laws of the past combine with new laws. Granted, that various legal
orders preside in any one jurisdiction has long been seen as evidence of legal pluralism;
however, this approach lacks a systematic understanding of history in general, and as
such, tells us little about the inner machinations of law’s relation to capitalist development
in particular. What is needed instead is a dialectical materialist approach to legal
development; for this reason, | tender an uneven and combined development (UCD)
theory of law.

Law flexes in concert with ever-changing social relations, or more plainly, law evolves in
an uneven and combined manner. This flexibility is essential to capital being able to
negotiate its barriers, which supports my broader claim that law is socially necessary for
the growth of capitalism. Specific legal conditions are intrinsic to turning land, labour, and
capital into commodities, such transformations that are necessary to found the capitalist
mode of production as we understand it today. More than being mired in the contradictions
that are the driving force of the UCD of capitalism, however, law also boasts its own set of
contradictions that, if carefully accounted for, helps distinguish the historical evolution of



capitalism as a social totality.
Juan Mario Diaz

Subversion, Historic Dialectic and Ideology Critique: The Marxist origins of Participatory
Action-Research (PAR)

Although PAR was in its origins totally embedded in historic dialectic, ideology critique and
structural social class analysis, it is difficult to find any trace of its Marxist foundations in
the subsequent developments. PAR co-founder, the sociologist Orlando Fals-Borda,
carried out not only the most important experience of Action-Research in the Colombian
setting (and perhaps in Latin America) during the early 1970 but also a significant
contribution to Marxism with his approach based on critical examination of local realities.
Indeed, Fals-Borda’s critical analysis was praxis in a complex way: critical and historical
thinking confronted with practice in the field which, in turn, was the object of analysis and
self-criticism with the aim to return to the realm of action. However, even more complex
(and innovative) was the fact that this spiral of criticism and action was not confined to the
individual realm of the social researcher. PAR was conceived in fact as the methodology of
awakening people’s transformative potential and achieving self-empowerment. In so doing,
Fals-Borda reinterpreted Marx’s X| Thesis on Feuerbach: his standpoint was that critical
interpretation of the world with the people (not only for the people), and particularly with
the destitute, was an actual way to change it. Surprisingly, the study of both the Marxist
roots and theoretical collaboration to Marxism have been hitherto neglected. This paper is
therefore an attempt to recover these two underlying aspects of PAR origins.

Thodoris Dimitrakos
Beyond Naive Realism and Social Constructivism

Marxism is a complex system of beliefs, which covers the domains of science, philosophy,
politics, culture and economics. This vast network of beliefs does not always form an
unproblematic and coherent unity. For instance, as far as concerns the theory of science,
Marxism seems to find itself between two contradictory conceptions on scientific truth. On
the one hand, in the works of the classics of Marxism, we can detect the explicit
commitment to the idea that science has the ability to depict objective reality — the world in
itself. Marx, Engels and Lenin were explicitly committed to what we may call scientific
realism.

On the other hand, the Marxist conception of social consciousness does not conform to
the traditional views of scientific realism easily. If the various forms of social
consciousness, which constitute the legal, political and intellectual superstructure, are
conditioned by the economic structure and, if science is a specific kind of social
consciousness, then we can be led to the assumption that the content of scientific theories
is determined by the social relations rather than the objective structure of the world. But
this would be a version of social constructivism, which is not only incompatible with
scientific realism, but quite the opposite of it.

In this paper, | argue that a Marxist or a Marxism-inspired theory of science goes beyond
both naive realism and social constructivism. As | shall attempt to show the way to achieve
this is to reject the empiricist pre-conceptions of scientific knowledge that naive realism
and social constructivism share.



William Dixon
The Rise and Fall of Money

The history of money has been brief but significant. The problems money posed on its
appearance, undermining traditional relationships, were also those that allowed the spread
of trade and an associated division of labour through which a global economy developed.
The history of money may be seen in terms of how the problems it posed were dealt with
and how the controls themselves could not withstand the implications and results of
money. There have been three distinct phases responding to money. Each phase
represents a manner of controlling/employing money and so a response to the commodity
within the space set out by the commodity. Each also rests on assumptions about the
nature and potential of people.They are: 1. The development of philosophy, Plato and
Aristotle, that supported the hierarchical response to the freedom posed by money 2. The
next phase, political economy, developed in response to hierarchical claims on wealth- ‘old
corruption’. To this the political economists posed, impersonal markets and democracy as
a means of subduing money claims and enabling moral conduct. 3. Economics developed
in response to problems of reproduction in political economy by focussing instead on
allocation, hence maximising, and looking to the product to solve all problems. Money-
making would eventually destroy banking and money management at the pinnacle of this
new allocative culture. Eventually money undermines money itself.

Havva Ezgi Dogru

Limits of Limits to Capital: Understanding the Rise of Real Estate Sector in the Late
Comer Context on its Own Dynamism

Historical-materialist geography has made a remarkable contribution to the ways in which
the real estate market and its relation to capital accumulation is theorized. Importantly, the
concept of the ‘production of space’ has shown how the temporary crises of the capitalism
could be resolved through a capital switching approach. Capital switching was one of
Harvey’s path-breaking theoretical intervention, which claimed that the tendency toward
over-accumulation within the primary circuit is temporally solved by switching capital flows
into the secondary circuit. This major tendency became a source of inspiration for various
Marxian geographers to formulate different concepts in order to develop bridges between
capital accumulation and production of urban space; ideas such as ‘creative destruction’
(Harvey 2006), ‘spatial fix’ (Glassman 2007), ‘scalar fix’ (Brenner 1998), ‘uneven
development’ (Smith 1990), ‘accumulation by dispossession’ (Harvey 2003).

These conceptual frameworks have become dominant tool kits to explain the
contemporary rise of the real estate sector in the global South. Although these
contributions are ground breaking in terms of holistically approaching capital accumulation
in general and real estate in particular, | claim that they set limits to understand the
increasing dominance of the real estate sector in the global South. As long as the housing
sector in the late comers is approached in relation with the over-accumulation crises of the
global north, the authoritarian increase in the dominance of real estate sector emerges as
just an epiphenomenal result of the capital accumulation rhythms of the developed
countries.

In order to understand the mysterious rise of the real estate sector in the context of late
comer countries, this paper does not search for a cyclical relationship between two
different circuits even though it accepts the structural relationship between the built



environment and capital accumulation, in general. Instead, based on the theory of the
primacy of inner relations (Poulantzas 1976), | am approaching the formation of the
relatively autonomous national housing market and the state’s different institutional forms
in relation with different phases of capital accumulation in the Turkish context. In order to
accomplish that aim, the formation of the housing as a commodity with its three circuits is
analyzed in relation with Turkish state’s institutional intervention into the sector. Based on
my eight months of fieldwork in Turkey, the main fractions of the housing sector and their
mutually constitutive and contradictory relationship with the Turkish state is mapped out to
rescue the expansion of the real estate sector as an epiphenomenon of the over-
accumulation crises of the North and to approach the issue in relation with its dynamic and
destructive interactions with the transformation of the social relations as a whole.

Yohann Douet
The Politics of Identity and the Problem of Subalternity: on Laclau/Mouffe's Solution

A recurrent criticism raised against the identity politics is their incapacity to go beyond
particular revendications, to promote a global alternative to the existing state of affairs.
And insofar as the identities are defined by this established social order, they seem unable
to evade subalternity (in the sense of Gramsci : the social groups in question are subjected
to the initiatives of others, since they are not defined in their own terms).

Laclau and Mouffe, in Hegemony and Socialist Strategy (1985), tried to resolve this
problem. They elaborated the concept of « antagonism » in order to understand identity as
constructed in the conflict, by way of the opposition against a political enemy (which plays
the role of a "constituting outside"). As such, identities are not fixed, and are conceived in
terms of relations to other identites. When they share a common antagonist, it is thus
possible for different identities to be articulated in a political unity (and to be transformed
by this articulation). The collective will thus formed seems to encompass a multiplicity of
different demands, and to be able to advocate for another social order. But does such a
politics really evade subalternity?

Drawing on Gramsci, | would like to show that it is not the case, because there is no space
in Laclau/Mouffe's post-Marxism for the notion of structure (which can not be reduced to a
contingent articulation of subject positions) : they can not conceive properly the structural
assignation of identities, particularly when it is rooted in the experience of exploitation or
oppression. That is why they can not see clearly what an « hegemonic » project should
look like : for example, there is no reflexion about what political program is required, and
no reflexion about institutionalized power and how to overthrow it. For these reasons, even
if we admit they haved highlighted some significant elements concerning collective subject
formation, we can not learn much from their theory about the transformation of the
objective structures of exploitation and oppression.

Peter Drucker

Shifting Boundaries: Europe, heteronationalism and homonationalism in political economy
and history

The spread of European imperialism in the late 19th and early 20th century was
accompanied by the export of European heteronormativity, in the form of laws against
‘sodomy’, homonormative medicine and cultural taboos that still exist today in much of
Africa and Asia. By analogy with Jasbir Puar’s concept of ‘homonationalism’, we can



describe this linkage between imperial ideology and institutionalized heterosexuality as
‘heteronationalism’. Examples of this heteronationalism include the suppression of
homosexual practices in 19th-century, Christianized Greece following Greek
independence from the Ottoman Empire, early 20th-century campaigns against same-sex
practices among Moroccan Jews in the interests of their assimilation into the culture of
French colonizers, and the Dutch colonial identification of Islam in the early 20th-century
East Indies with unbridled native sexuality. With the 20th-century transition in Western
Europe from the gender and sexual orders of classic imperialism to those of Fordism and
then of neoliberal globalization, heteronationalism has given way to homonationalism: the
instrumentalization of LGBT rights as evidence of Western European cultural and political
advancement. Heteronationalism is now more often linked to African authoritarian
populism, Islamic fundamentalism or the Eastern European far right, or attributed to
communities of immigrant origin in Western Europe. This paper outlines the political
economy underlying this transformation of sexual cultures.

Arthur Duhe
Tensions Implied by the Concept of ‘Indignation’ in Spinozist Marxism

Frédéric Lord’s work belongs to an on-going tradition that reads Marx and Spinoza
altogether. But this rapprochement yet fertile also creates tensions and, perhaps,
contradictions. To analyse how Spinozist Marxists deal with these tensions, | will therefore
focus on an example and consider the difficulties produced by the analysis of ‘indignation’,
this Spinozist affect at the root of any revolt or revolution, in Frédéric Lordon’s Willing
Slaves of Capital and in Toni Negri & Michael Hardt's Commonwealth. Finally, | will argue
that the former resolves the tension by enhancing the Spinozist pole, whereas the latter
underline the Marxist one.

Bill Dunn
Towards a theory of unemployment

Marx and Engels, and subsequent generations of Marxists, have written an enormous
amount about unemployment but this paper argues that there is a lack of a convincing
Marxist theory of unemployment. It identifies three sets of relations as the basis for such a
theory.

Firstly, capital needs labour as a source of value and surplus value. It also needs (but in a
weaker sense) non-labour, unemployment, both to discipline workers and as a reserve
from which it can expand. This need for unemployment is weaker in that the disciplining
aspects can be affected by other means and that even as the ‘limit’ is approached, the
effects are disruptive rather than frankly incompatible with capital accumulation. (History
records periods of very low unemployment and successful growth.) Moreover, to functional
explanation based on the need for unemployment, it is necessary also to identify
mechanisms by which this is created and perpetuated.

Secondly, capital accumulates, expanding the need for new workers. At the same time, as
Engels in particular stressed, capital accumulation involves the introduction of labour-
displacing technologies. These opposing forces potentially establish the basis for a
dialectic of workers’ recruitment and expulsion. However, while this provides a useful
background, Marxism is not fundamentally an equilibrium approach so this is insufficient to
explain either the limits or the concrete variation in levels of unemployment.



Thirdly, capital (and social relations more generally) are understood in terms of a dynamic
relation between structure and agency. A (legitimate) defence of the priority of social
structures has militated against an engagement with questions of agency, in particular with
the variability of employer motivations beyond those impelling competitive accumulation.
Keynesian insights remain reified and apologetic unless resituated within a context of
dynamic change and class struggle but when this is done they can add to our
understanding of capitalism’s heterogeneity, inefficiency and instability to help explain the
persistence of unemployment and the often restricted character of accumulation.

Miguel Garcia Duch
Neoliberalism as govermentality: towards a materialist conceptualization

This article constitutes a contribution to the debate around the theoretical status of
neoliberalism, an academic trending catchphrase. Beyond the usual Marxian and neo-
Gramscian perspectives which relates neoliberalism to a finance-led accumulation and its
privileged subject, the financial fraction of capital, this article proposes a materialist
perspective focusing on complex structuration, strategy, discourse and relational
overdetermination between agency and structure. Within this framework, the Foucauldian
notion of governmentality offers a powerful analytical skeleton to understand neoliberalism
beyond humanist idealizations. However, this topic has been scarcely covered, especially
in explicit relation to a general Marxist framework.

Thus, this work develops a new approach to the capitalist social field structuration by
bridging the well-known notions of mode of regulation and regime of accumulation with two
Foucauldian analytical tools: regime of truth and governmentality. These four power nodes
immanent of capitalist reproduction are subsequently interrelated through the development
of the classical notion of historical (dialectical) structure —originally proposed by Cox- into a
(strategical) grid of intelligibility.

As a consequence, neoliberalism is defined as a historical set of dominant strategic-
discursive practices exercised by decentered, socially constituted subjects. These social,
collective and individual agencies operate through a specific materialization of the social
capitalist field: the post-Fordist regime of accumulation, the global market-based mode of
regulation and its associated entrepreneurial regime of truth.

Nick Dyer-Witheford

You May Not Be Interested in Cyber-War: Towards a Marxist Theorization of Militarized
Networks

In an era when Marxist maxims have fallen into disrepute, one has escaped the oblivion of
capitalism’s memory-hole; Leon Trotsky’s alleged (actually mis-attributed) aphorism “You
may not be interested in war, but war is interested in you” is today not only widely cited,
but frequently given a fashionable high-tech gloss: “You may not be interested in cyber-
war, but cyber-war is interested in you.” Drawing both on classic Marxian theories relating
war to capital, class and revolution, and more recent formulations by Etienne Balibar, Paul
Virilio and Benjamin Noys, this paper proposes conceptual categories through which to
theorize the militarization of digital networks. This apparatus is then set in motion to trace
the relation between capitalist techno-industry, national security apparatuses and social
movements from the Cold War origins of the Internet, through Zapatistas in cyberspace,



9/11 and the war on terror, the so-called Facebook revolutions of 2011, to recent conflicts
in Syria and the Ukraine. Today, the network of networks is a site where many different
types of cyber-war are waged simultaneously, as nascent military confrontation between
rival geopolitical blocs of global capital, social insurgencies (progressive and reactionary),
and neoliberal security state social controls collide and combine with one another. This
superimposition of multiple cyber-wars forges an environment in which surveillance and
sous-surveillance, viral information and disinformation, encryption, anonymization,
authentication, propagandizing chatbots, weaponized malware and the automation of war
become inescapable factors of political practice. It is because militarized networks are
shaping the present and future conditions of social struggle that we should be interested in
cyber-war, even if it is, to dredge another sometime slogan from the archive of the left, in
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order to wage “krieg dem krieg”, “war on war’—or in this case, “cyber-war on cyber-war.”
Flora Eder
The Eclipse of Gender and Reason

In my lecture | want to outline the epistemological implications of capitalism and gender on
the base of the Critical Theory of Theodor W. Adorno and the Wert-Abspaltungskritik of
Roswitha Scholz.

Focusing on three for this topic core texts of Adorno — The Dialectics of enlightenment, Zu
Subjekt und Objekt and Zum Verhaltnis von Soziologie und Psychologie - | will start my
presentation showing the two aspects of Adornos understanding of the meaning of the
term subject: Subject in the sense of the subordinated individual and subject in the sense
of the perceptive individual. Both these meanings refer to key-questions of the conference:
What does ‘the environment’ mean for marxist feminism in the 21st century? And can
there be a differentiation between a natural environment and human life or does capital
increasingly achieve its gains by overcoming precisely this distinction?

Answering these questions on the theoretical base of Adorno | also want to point out the
snares of an idealistic term of subject in the tradition of G.W.F. Hegel, to whom Adorno
refers. Nevertheless, Adorno develops in critical continuation to his reference to Hegel a
materialist meaning of subject. | will show that both these meanings (subject as the
subordinated individual and as the perceptive individual) of subject have different, but in a
dialectical sense related, implications on the questions of the relation of sex, gender and
epistemology.

To show more specifically, what the constitution of a female subject in terms of capitalism
means, | refer to Roswitha Scholz’ “Wert-Abspaltungskritik”. So in the last step of my
presentation | will combine the two related definitions of Adorno of the term subject with
the Wert-Abspaltungskritik to show what the epistemological implications of the Wert-
Abspaltungskritik could be. As | will argue, the work of Adorno is a very rank theoretical
base for a materialist-feminist epistemology. Refering to Max Horkheimers Eclipse of
Reason (,Kritik der instrumentellen Vernunft) | want to develope on the base of the Wert-
Abspaltungskritik a ,Kritik der vergeschlechtlichten Vernunft® — which could be translated
as ,Eclipse of gender and reason®.

Caroline Edwards

Uncovering a New Marxist Cosmology through Natural Historical Time



In Atheism in Christianity (1968) Ernst Bloch argues that the logos myth underpinning
orthodox Biblical exegesis militates against the Cosmos. Bloch’s discussion in this text
uncovers a rich reading of natural historical time in which Nature cannot merely be figured
as the backdrop to, or raw material of, human history. Despite the Church’s appropriation
of various pagan-astral myths (such as Stoicism and Gnosticism’s engagements with the
nature-religions of the Egyptian and Babylonian states), as well as the pagan origins
behind Christmas and Easter, Bloch demonstrates how Nature is largely feared and
demonised in the Bible. However, these residual pagan nature-myth elements remain
useful for Bloch because they contain a productive conception of nature that is post-
anthropocentric, furnishing “deep-reaching memories which still enable nature to be seen
not just as a cold shoulder, or a source of terror, or a mere receptacle for the past” (AC
191).

Bloch’s utopian reading of Nature in Atheism in Christianity and his subsequent text A
Philosophy of the Future (1970) introduces one of his most radical critiques of both Judeo-
Christian theology and dialectical materialism. In this paper | will consider Bloch’s
conceptualisation of natural historical time and suggest its relevance for our own 21st-
century re-evaluations of the role of Nature within contemporary ecocriticism and
environmental humanities debates. My reading of Bloch’s natural historical time will
consider this “new Marxist cosmology” in a comparative analysis of Jurgen Moltmann’s
contemporaneous theorisation in 1965 of eschatological cosmology in Theology of Hope.
Nature thus offers Bloch a concrete alternative to the logos myth; whose transcendent
understanding of div